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last night, there is no better beverage for
human beings, and particularly the young,
than pure milk. The money spent in that
direction will be productive of bigger busi-
ness. It will have a twofold object-the
greater consumption of pure milk will tend
to build tip the individual, and, secondly,
which is an important factor, it will
Strengthen the position of the most worthy
man in the land, the dairymian, who -works
seven days a wreek and 365 days a year.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Ron. E.
H. Gray--West-in reply) (10.7]. 1 am
very pleased that the Bill has been received
so favourably by the House. It will be a
gmeat encouradement to the Milk Board,
who are pursuing a wise policy. There is
a big field for the hoard to work on, and

the Bill will give themi the opportunity to
expand.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

H-on. V. Hamersley in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amnendmnent of Section 7 of
the principal Act:

Hon. J. NI1CHOLSON: I wvish to draw
Attention to the fact that there are some
women's organisations desirous of being
represented on the board. I should be
interested to hear 'whether there is any
possibilityv of such representation being
provided for.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
are womea's organisations that require re-
presentation onl every Government activity,
and this board is not exempt from those
claims. It is not considered advisable to
alter in any way the constitution of the
board. Moreover, it would be unwvise to
swop horses while crossing the stream.
Generally speaking, committees composed
of both sexes are niot always very success-
ful.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 and 4-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
tin' report adop)ted.

House adjourned at 10,13 p.mn.

2tegilattve Reemb1p.
'Wednesday, 25th November, 1936.

Questions : 'water Supplies, agricultural areas- PO
1, Holding fee;. 2, MD~dington settlers ... 2108

Education, High School for F'remantie -. 2107
Tinemployment relief, standing-down period ... 2107

Bil~ietriitysuplycurrent, profits, pumping. etc. 2107
Bil Reserves 1iL .. 2103

Federal Aia noads Agreeme~nt, iix.......2108
Ueraldton Health Authority Loan, 1R. 2108
industries Assisnce Act Continuance, it ... 2108
Guldford Cemeteries, Sa...........2108
Dairy Industry Act Amendment, report .. 2108
Lottrie (Control) Act Amendment, report . 2108
Pensoner (Rates Exemption) Act Amendment*

2R.............. .... 2108
western AutainBs2NrigTut R.,

Conm. report .. .. .. 1 2106
Dividend Duties Act Amendment, returned _, 2148

Annual Estimates 1936.87: Votes and items discussed-
Halfway, etc..................2109
State Batteries........ ............. 2148
Cave House ...................... .. ,.2148

The SP'EAKER L took the Chair at 4.30
li, atid read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2-WATER SUPPLIES,
AGRIOULTURAL AREAS.

Hoelding Fee.

-Kr. WARNER asked the Minister for
Water Sulpplies: In view of the fact that
the £5 holding fee charged by the depart-
ient is considered by farmers to be exes9-
sive, will he introduce an amendment of the
Water Boards Act to provide for the aboli-
tion of the fee7

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: The rating of a country
land holding consists of a fixed annual
rate (Z5) and a rate per acre, and is
sufficient only for necessary revenue for
the service provided. If one portion
of the rate is reduced the other must
be commensuirately increased, thereby up-
setting the equitable incidence of rating and
yielding no general benefit to farmers. No
amiendment to the Acts concerned is at
p-resent Contemplated.

Maddinyton Settlers.
Mfr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for

Water Supplies: 1, Does he realise that
wvater supply is essential to poultry mcii
and other small farmers? 2, Is he aware
that residents onl Mndding&ton-xoad off
Albany-road, 'Maddington, within a short
distance of the water main, are unable to
obtai connection with the main which runs

alongi Albany-road? 3, As tbose concerned
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are prepared to put up individual guaran-
tees and do everything- possible in their
endeavour to secure success, and as exten-
sion of water supply would inevitably bring
about more settlement, will he make a
pronouncement as to the possibilities of the
required extension being made and, the
settlers concerned being thereby assisted to
secure a living from their holdings?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied:t 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The esti-
mated cost to provide an adequate supply is
£C1,300, and, as the revenue would be only
about £68 per annumn the resultant los
would be approximately £60 per aninum,
which is too large an amount for owners to
payI\ in addition to rates- and excess water
charges. The financial position, therefore,
is so unsatisfactory that the Government
regrets it cannot approve of the extension.

QUESTION-EDUOATION.
High School for Fremsantle.

.Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Is he aware that a definite
promise was made by a previous Minister
for Education that when the next High
School was built it would be built in
Fremantle? 2, If he is not aware of it, will
he have inquiries made! 3, If he finds that
the promise was made,' will he see that the
promise is honoured?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Answtered by No. 1. 2,
It is unlikely that a further high school
will be cslablished in the metropolitan area
in the near future.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF.

Standing-down Period.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Em-
ployment: 1, Is it necessary for workers who
seek Government relief by reason of having
lost employment, to stand down for a period
if their wages have been in excess of the
relief rates appropriate to the number of
units in their family? 2, If so, how long is
the standi ng-down period? 3, Is it correct
that L. F. Purdue, of 4 Lyons-street, Cot-
tesloc, who has worked throughout the de-
pression in private employment, must stand
down for 15 weeks before being permitted
to work or draw sustenance? 4, If not, how
long is his standing-down period?

The MINhISTER FRon EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The periods vary accord-
ing to previous earnings and ge~era1 circum-
stances. 3, -Not necessarily. 4, This case is
being reviewed.

QUESTION-ELECTRIIfl
SUPPLY.

Cu'rrent, Profits, P'umping, etc.
Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for

Railways.: 1, Having in mind statements
made during several years past that the East
Perth Government Electricity Power Station
was operating at its peak capacity, is he able
to explain how it is the City of Perth eon-
snuption of electric current, which is sup-
plied from this station, has increased from
30,000,000 units in 1928 to nearly 51,000,000
units last year? 2, Is tile tGovernment Elec-
tricity Department operating at a profit? 3,
What was the result of its last five years'
trading, as shown each year? 4, In view of
the great importance of current for the
pumping of water in the producing districts,
is he able definitely to state when and what
extensions will be made? 5, When is it in-
tended by the Government Electricity Sup-
ply Department to give consideration to
outer suburban requests for electricity ex-
tensions?' 6, 'What arc the respective costs
for current for lighlt and power as levied
by the City Council in the Perth Munici-
pality and by the Government Electricity
Supply Department for the outer suburban
districts in those instances where current is
available?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWA.YS re-
lied: 1, An increase of supplies to the City
of Perth broadly to the extent stated has
taken place. Such increase has been made
possible by the operation of the additional
power house unit, the installation of which
was eompleted in 1928. 2 and 3, Without
taking into consideration allowance for de-
preciation or antiquation, the following pro-
fits were shown :-Year ended 30th June:-
1932, £17,871; 1933, £C25,440; 1934 , £41,049;
1935, £40,459; 193$, £C44,147. 4 and 5,
Extensions involving heavy increase of load
are not possible until the completion of the
"B" station towards the end of next -year.
Small extensions are considered on their
merits, and provided they show a sufficient
return on the capital outlay, and capital
funds are available, are proceeded wvith. 6,
City of Perth.-Lighting: First 500 units
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prmonth, 3d. per unit; second 500 units
per miouth, 21d. per unit; all over 1000 units
per month, 2d. per unit. Industrial power:
First 200 units per month, 2d. per unit; all
over 200 units per month, l11/d. per -unit.
With a monthly minimumn of 2,500 units al
units in excess of 200, Id. per unit. Domes-
tic power: 1 d. per unit. According to
Press statements certain decreases in these
rates are to operate in the near future.
Government Electricity Suipply.-Lighting:
First 900 units per quarter, 5d. per unit;
all in excess of 900 units, 4d. per unit. In-
dustrial power (oth_. than large, industrial
concerns) : Flat rate, 1 id. per unit. Domes-
tic power: First 150 units per quarter, 1%~d.
per unit; all in excess of 150 units, 1d. per
unit.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.

1. Reserves.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

2. Federal Aid Roads Agreement.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

S. Geraldton Health Authority Loan.
Introduced by the Minister for Health.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1. Industries Assistance Act Continuance.

2. Guildford Cemeteries.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILLS (2-REPORTS Or
COMMITTEE.

1, Dairy Industry Act Amendment.

2, Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment.
Adopted.

BILL-PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMP-
TION) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading-
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

H. Millington-Mt. Hawthorn) [4.39] in
moving the second reading said: This
amending Bill has been asked for by the Re-
turned Sailors and Soldiers' Association, Im-
perial League, to enable ex-service men who
at any age have become totally or perman-
ently unemployable, and whose cases are not
accepted as war-caused, to avail themselves
of the Pensioners (Rates Exemption) Act.

These men receive what is known as a service
pension under Division 5 of Part III. of the
Australian Soldiers' Repatriation Act (Coin-
monwealth), 1920-35. The amount of the
pension is 16s, per week, and a similar
amount is allowed the wife of the pensioner.
The proposed amendment specifically pre-
cludes beneficiaries from obtaining old-age
or invalid pensions under the Act of 1908
unless, under the conditions I have stated,
they receive a further pension of 12s. 6id, per
week. In that case the other pension be-
comecs 19s. per week, making n mnaximnum of
31s. 6d. per week; and the pensioner xvould
also be entitled to free hospital treatment.
The Bill is rendered necessary by the grant-
ing, of the new pension to returned soldiers.
The measure means merely that such pen-
siouers are entitled to exemption from rates
in eases where they are unable to pay them.
As regards the Government, the exemption
would apply mainly to water rates in the
city, in country areas, and on the goldields.
As regards municipalities and road hoards,
exemption will be from local rates. This will
bring the situation of military pensioners
into line with the exemptions already granted
to old-age and invalid pensioners, and sol-
diers at present in receipt of pensions. The
pension being a new one, and granted for
reasons considered adequate, the Govern-
ment consider it reasonable to exempt the
recipients from payment of rates, as indi-
cated. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Air. Doacy, debate ad-
journed.

BILLr-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BUSH
NURSING TRUST.

Second Reading.
Debatec resumed from the 29th October.

HON. 0. G. LATHrA (York) [4.42]:
The Minister has fully explained the purpose
of the Bill-to incorporate the Bush Nursing
Trust. The deed of trust provides that cer-
tain people shall be appointed members of
the trust from time to time; and because of
difficulties which have heen experienced re-
cently, it has become necessary to incor-
porate the trust. The late Sir Walter Kings-
mal was a member of the trust, and it was
necessary to obtain authority through the
Governor Genieral to make an appointment
in the deceased gentleman's place, the Hon.
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John Nicholson being selected. Moreover,
some doubt has existed as to the authority of
the trustees to hold land. The trust or
organisation is purely charitable in its ob-
jects. it is to be hoped that some charitable-
mninded people in the future may feel in-
clined to do something to increase the
finances of the organisation, The most
sensible course, therefore, is to incorporate
the trust by Act of Parliament; and that is
what the Bill proposes.

MR. WARNER (Mt. -Marshall) (4.44]:
1 hope there wvill be no opposition -what-
ever to the Bill. Its only object is to in-
corporate the Bush Nursing Trust. It asks
for perpetual succession of the trustees,
to ensure the continuance of this highly
worthy organisation. The trust has estab-
lished hostels or homes at various bush
centres, including the Lady Novar Hostel
at Wlyalcntehem, the Lady Campion Hostel
at Busselton, and the Muriel Chase Hostel
at Kununoppin. The advantages resulting
from these hush nursing homes have been
very great indeed. The establishments
really exist for expectant mothers, enab-
ling them to remain in close proximity to
maternity hospitals. The opportunity is
given themn to undertake the journey earlier
than they otherwise would do. They can
take children and stay there for short
periods, and there have been eases in
which, when a patient has been on the
danger list, the matron has permitted close
relatives to stay in the nursing home dur-
ing the time it was necessary for them to
be there. There is no necessity to labour
the subject. The cause is a worthy one
and it is being assisted at the present time
by members of the Country Women's As-
sociation. who are putting their full weight
behind it. The trust has heen the means
in my district, and in other districts as
well, of easing the suffering of many women
and children, and I feel it is one of the
most worthy institutions we have at the
present time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without. amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 19 36-37,

In Committee of Supply.

Resume1d from1 the. previous day; 2Mr.
Sleeman, in the Chair.

Public Utilities:

Vote-liaitwayc, Tramwaya, Ferries and
Electricity Supply, £62,998,000:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, P'. G. L. Smnith-Brown Hill-van-
hoe) [4.50] : [n introducing the Estimatas
of the concerns under the headings of Rail-
ways, Tramnways, Ferries and Electricity
Supply, I realise, as probably most menibom
do, that they arc the most important of the
whole of the Estimates before the House.
On the revenue side it is estimated that this
depatment will collect; £4,156,700, roughly
two-fifths of the State's total collections
from every source. On the expendi-
ture side it is estimated that £2,998,000 will
be required to earn the revenue which I
have just mentioned. On account of the
magnitude of these figures it is oniytfair and
reasonable that some details of the incid-
ence of the Estimates for each section of
the department should he given to hon.
members by way of introduction. With this
end in view, information has beeni compiled
which it is hoped will be helpful. Dealing
with railways, the, cash receipts and dis-
bursements. for the year ending thbe 30th
June,1 1937, are estimated as follows :-B cv-
enue, £C3,500,000;- Expenditure, £C2,520,000;
leaving a balance of £980,000 to meet inter-
est cha rges of £1,075,000, sbowing a less
from the Treasury standpoint of £95,000.
This prognostication is given after provicd-
ing for recoups of £100,000 from -revenue
of funds advancred by the Treasury for over-
taking large arrears of maintenance which
accrued during the depression period prior
to the advent of the present Government.
The actual reveue received for 1935-36 was
£3,424,494. it will therefore he seen that
for the cur~rent year an additional £75,506
will have to be collected if the estimated
revenue of £3,500,000 is to he reaRlised.
There has been some improvement during
the two months that have passed. Up to
the 11th October the improvement was
£35,232. The principal sources of earnings
last year and those estimated for the cur-
rent year are as follows (Y will give the
actual earnings first for 1935-36 under the
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various headings, and the anticipated re-
ceiplts for 1936-37) :

Passengers and
parcels

'Wheat .. ....
Local timber
Local coal.
Livestock
A-1 other
Miscellaneous

£742,000
368,000
300,000
145,000
128,000

1,586,000
177,000

tals £3,446,000

£765,000
360,000
320,000
154,000
126,000

1,607,000
178,000

£3,500,000

Increases are forecast this year in
each item, with the exception of wheat
and livestock. Owing to the dry season it
is not expected that the harvest will exceed
that of the previous year. As a matter of
fact it is known that it wvill be considerably
less, and with regard to livestock the ab-
sence of rain in the Murchison and the
Eastern Goldfields will reduce the number of
stock available for transport this year. Onl
the expenditure side the amount provided
on, the Estimates is £2,520,000. This is an
increase of' £21,583 over the actual
figure of £2,498,412 of 1935-36, and
it is necessary to deal with the addi-
tional traffic foreshadowed. Unfortunately,
there are grave difficulties facing the Reif-
way Department at the present time in re-
spect to water supplies. It can confidently
be said that on no previous occasion has the
experience with regard to water supply in
the Railway Department been so bad as it
is this year.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: 'That applies to a~
lot of other concerns too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know it does. The absence of heavy rain
at water storage centres throughout many
parts of the system means that the reservoirs
are without water in a number of cases, and
in many other cases the supply is very
limited indeed. Last year the cost of haul-
ing water exceeded £20,000, and from pre-
sent indications it seems apparent that that
sum will be exceeded. However, it is hoped
that rain will soon fall in the Murchison
and Eostern Goldfields districts which will
fill the dams, and be of immense value to
pastoralists. I understand that in soe
goldfields districts along the Murchison there
have recently been some good falls
which 'have replenished some of the
dams. Just which they are I am not
sure. But I know that on the East-

erni Goidfields line the Bulla Bulling
dam, which was dry, recently acquired no
less than lffft. of water as a result of a
heavy stormn, and Day Dawn had l0ft., too.
At Mt. Magnet the department have been
put to considerable expense to cart salt
water for engine purposes at the mines.

We had hoped that the recent rains would
belielit that district, but unfortunately they
have not.

Mr. Marshall: You might get sonie from
the north out of the present change of
weather.

The MINISTER FOR RAILsWAYS: It
is neither usual nor expedient to take too
pessimistic a view of the future, and these
Estimates have been framed in expectation
of receiving some relief from uneconomic
water haulage. T have extracted some fig-
ures of water haulage which show that
paying water hauiled in 1935-3N totalled
-5,000 tons compared with 11,000 tons
hauiled in the previous year. That indicates
the necessity that has arisen from drought
conditions.

Mr. Warner: Did that represent depart-
miental water only!9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That was paying water. The departmental
figures for 1934-35 were 4,079 tons and for
1935-36 they were 17,450 tons. I believe
reference was made to the fact last year
that we had converted a certain number of
trucks for carting water by welding aprons
on the doors. Approval was recently given
for the construction of 10 water tanks, in
view of the serious position of water sup-
plies for railway services and tile need for
travelling tanks, to meet the demands of
the department in the present summer. The
department have been cut off from supplies
at such places as Bridgetown, Kattanning,
Miukinbudin, Nareinbeen and Gabbin,
while it will probably be necessary to haul
wvater for all -Wongan Hills line stations

fromn Goomalling to Caron. At Ger-
aldton it has beien necessary to condense
wvater and haul it 66 miles to liullewa.
The department are seized with the neces-
sity for curtailing expenditure wherever
possible, hut at the same time the asset
must be maintained as nearly as possible
at 100 per cent. The Commissioner and
his officers consider it would be fatal if we
again postponed maintenance, as was done
during the depression period, and were
faced with belated expenditure at a later
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date. If members have read the report of
the Commissioner of Railways, they will
appreciate that many improvements have
been made and certain economies have been
effected. There was some complaint-I
mnyself made a complaint--about the oseil-
lation in the end compartments of the first-
class sleeping ears. With a view to over-
coming that deficiency in construction, a
trial is being made of one car fitted with
auxiliary springs and isothermos axle
boxes to ensure smoother running. If those
alterations prove successful, I take it that
all the ears will be similarly fitted. I
notice that the member for Nedlands (Hon.
N. Keenan) smiles. Perhaps the hion. mem-
ber has ridden in one of the end compart-
mnents.

Ron. N. Keenan: I do not know the
meaning of that big word you used.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think it i6 just the name of the axle
boxes, probably a particular brand.

Air. Styants: Something like a trade
mark.

The MINISTER FOR RAIL WAYS- Hot
wvater is being provided for first-class pas-
sengers and another car is being fitted with
shower baths. The Commissioners of Rail-
ways in Victoria and New South Wales are
somewhat keen on the air-conditioning of
railway coaches. That equipment runs into
£C1,00 to £2,000 per car.

Mr. Marshall: What is the object?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: To

maintain the air at a certain temperatnre
and keep out the dust. In many respects
it is an inviting innovation. When I went
into an airroonditioned car I noticed a
peculiar smiell about the air unitil I became
accustomed to it. Certainly the expendi-
ture places the adoption of that scheme
beyond the scope of our railways at present
or in the immediate future. We shall have
to be guided by the experience in the Eas-
tern States, though there I believe the
trains so equipped travel mostly at night.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: It might be all right
on the Trans. line coaches.

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The second-class sleeping cars have been
altered. Four old first-class sleeping cans
have been converted into second-class
sleeping cars. There were four berths in
the old first-class sleeping cars and they
will be retained in those converted into
second-class sleepers but two six-berth

second-class sleepers hax-e been converted
into four-berth coaches, and the seats have
been fitted with latex rubber-cushioned seats.
That is a desirable improvement, as the teats
-ire rendered more comfortable than were the
old spring seats. The packing of six
passengers into one compartment has been
discontinued where six-berth second-class
sleepers arc used. All the six-berth com-
piartment coaches wvill eventually be altered
to four-berth compartments as the oppor-
tunity offers. The non-sleeping second-class
cars have been improved by the introduction
of latex rubber seats. The whole of the
dining-car stock has been reconditioned and
the interior brightened up.

'Mr. Styants: Wc want the meals bright-
ened up.

Mr. M1arshall: Or dispensed with alto-
gether.

The MNINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
consider that the ineek have been brightened
Up.

MKr. Marshall: The0 price has been.
The MITNISTER, FOR RAILWAYS: The

meals have been improved considerably dur-
ing- the past 12 or 18 months.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The meals arc not
worth the price charged.

The MINISTER1 FOR RAILWAYS: But
we have to rememC~ber that meals served on a
travelling train are provided under extraord-
inary conditions, and one can hardly expect
to be served at thme same price as would be
paid, say, in the M1onte Carlo restaurant. A
restaurant is able to eater for ever so mnany
more patrons.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: It is like the news-
papers, who got the price up to 2d. and kept
it there. The price of meals on the trains
was raised to 3&. 6d. and is kept there.
There is no justification for the charge.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
remind the hom, member that the caterer has
to conformi to certain working hours and
conditions for his employees.

Mr. Marshall: if you had refreshment
roomns they would he a lot better.

The M3INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is a conflict of opinion on that point.
Many of the big- railway stations ini the East-
ern States have refreshment rooihs. When
I was at Albury in March last, on my
way to Melbourne, the coniductor was
calling out "All meals ill the dining coach,"
and at the other end of the platform some-
body else was calling out "All meals in the
dining room." They were in competition
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and the passenger could choose whether he
had a meal while travelling on the train or
while waiting at the station.

M r. Sampson : And be certain of a good
meal in either ease.

The Minister for Mines: I had meals oil
a train over there and was charged 4s. 6d.
for breakfast and 6s. for dinner.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
had meals onl the express between Adelaide
and Melbourne, and that was what I paid,
whereas oil our trains breakfast is provided
for 3s. and dinner for 3s. 6dl. I think that
is a reasonable charge considering the limited
number of igeals that can be served and the
fact that the meals arc available while the
train is travelling.

Mr. Styants: The trouble is that those
prices are more than the workers can afford.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
price here is not uip to the average charge
for a bet, which is 5s. A passenger can
have dinner instead for 3s. 6d., which
leaves him with Is. 6d. in his pocket.

Mr. Marshall: In one case there is a
chance of getting something to eat; in the
other case, nothing.

The MINISTER FOR RlAIILWAYS:
Passengers call certainly get something for
s. 6d.

Mr. Marshall: Very little.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: My

experience is that a fair meal is provided.
Trials have been made in the direction of
welding the railwvay track in 200ft. lengths:
This has been done by way of experiment.

Mr. Mafirshall: Where has that been done?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Between Perth and Bassendean, and I be-
lieve also siongewhcre in the Murehison. The
welding is being restricted to 200ft. lengths
at present for experimental purposes. It is
said that this will reduce maintenance costs
as well as make for snioother running.
Just what the result will be we cannot say
as yet. The experiment has not extended
over a long enough period to enable us to
judge.

Mr. Thorn: It certainly makes a. great
difference.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
idea originated in Germany where all the
rail joints are welded. At one time railway
engineers considered it essential to leave a
gap between the rails to allow for expansion
and contraction, but German engineers ex-
ploded that idea and have welded all the

joints in their railwvays, and this has made
for much smoother running.

Member: What about tramwvay rails?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

was agreed years ago that trmway lines
should be welded. The great bulk of thenm
are covered underground, and arc not ex-
posed to the same degrees of heat and cold,
and so are not subject to the Salie ex-
pansion and contraction as is the case with
railway lines. It appears that the expan-
sion and contraction of railway lines, despite
thi.r exposure to the weather, canl now be
definitely controlled. Regrading operations
have been carried out during the year onl
various points in the system, and are still be-
ing carried out. Sonie of these have not yet
been completed. Last year two works were
completed, and meant the employmeont of a
large number of mcii. Aftter allowing for
interest on capital the saving in work-
ing expenses reaches quite a large amount.
The particulars of the two completed works
are: Amery-Wyalcatcheni, capital cost
£11,903, annual interest £444, annual saving
in working expenses £903; flarra-Eradii,
capital cost £C8,'362, annuall interest £341, an-
nual saving in working expenses £1,123.
This is a good class of work from the point
of view of the State, particularly in existing
circumstances. Not very much material is
used, and a considerable amount of labour is
involved in the total expenditure. In addi-
tion, it brings about an annual saving that
is much greater than the interest that has to
be paid on the capital cost of the work.
Under the heading of "belated repairs," the
final allotment of funds for this work has
been made this year. That will complete the
original programme undertaken. As men-
tioned before, the funds being advanced for
this work are being recouped from working
expenses at the rate of £100,000 a year. A
considerable amount of that which has been
advanced has now been recouped. I think
the exact figures are shown in the Auditor
General's report, and there is no necessity
for me to quote them. With regard to roll-
ing stock, although the goods waggon stock
was less at thme end of June, 10.36, than it
was in the previous year, the same carrying
capacity of the stock has been maintained.
Obsolete vehicles to the number of 79 were
written off the books, and were replaced
from working expenses by 28 vehicles hav-
ing equal carrying capacity. Sonic atten-
tion has been paid to locomotives. Certain
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additional construction of locomotives and
waggon stock from capital is now in band.
"P" class engines to the number of ten, and
32 "R.B." steel waggons, are being buil6,
whilst in furtherance of the policy of pro-
gress which the future invites, a comprehen-
sive programme of new stock is being under-
taken. Mauy other improvements and modi-
fications of rolling stock have been and arc
being carried out, resulting in more efficient
service generally. The aim of the depart-
ment right through is to give more efficient
service, as the finances make it possible.
Greater efficieney will result from the con-
striietion of those "P" class engines. Re-
cently I read an article in which the writer
statedl that a locomotive is out of date as
soon as it is put on the track, and lie went
on to say that it cost one-fifth of the capital
expenditure each year iu maintenance. That
was an article on railway development con-
tained in a brochure, of which I think all
members -have a copy, and known as "Auls-
tralian Roads Review." That, however, is
inot our experience. Our locomotives arc
certainly not costing in maintenance one-
fifth of their capital cost. Some of the en-
g-ines. have given wonderful service. I have
heard motor ear owners "skiting' about their
cars being so wonderful that they have rn
150,000 miles. Some of our engines still in
the service have done over a million miles.

Mr. Styants: Not much of the original en-
gine is left.

The MINISTER FORl RAILWAYS: If
they are going to cost one-fifth of their eapi-
lid cost in maintenance each year, there must
certainly have been some repairs effected,
bat I suppose the skeleton is still there.

Mr. Styants: Not even that in some eases.

The MINKISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
view of the serious position of water sup-
plies, a programme of improved reservoir
and eatebment areas is in hand, which it is
hoped will materially improve the storage
position in the near future. A Bill -which
-was recently passed for the construction of
a new line from Cue to the Big Bell gold-
ruining leases will add approximately 20
miles to opened railways. It is anticipated
that progress will be suffciently advanced
by the end of Deeember to enable macbin-
cry and other requirements of the mine to
be transported over the line.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Is not half the
viachinery there already!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not
belonging to the gold mining company.

The Premier: A boat arrived in Gerald-
ton the other day carrying a lot of the
machinery.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
understood, the machinery was to be trans-
ported over the railway line.

The Premier: It has just come into the
port.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There mar be a little machinery there, hut
I do not think any of the big stuff has
arrived.

Mr. Marshall: Only small stuff baa been
taken up there by motor.

W-on. C. G. Latham: I uinderstood a con-
tract had been arranged for eartage of
the manchinery.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are very hopeful with regard to the future
of the Railway Department. We trust -we
shall be able to -realise during the year the
estimate that has been put forward. It is
rather unfortunate that the crop position
is not as bright as -we would all desire,
The estimated harvest is less now than was
anticipated a few months ago. NO doubt
that wvill make sonie difference to the
freights and reveniue the department wHi
receive during the current year. The -rail-
ways, however, cater for avariety of indus-
tries. Whilst the position of the farmers
is somewhat obscure, the prospect in other
avenues is encouraging, particularly with
respect to goldtnuing. It is submitted
that the estimates before members will be
realised. The estimated result of tramway
operations is a reven~te of £2 8 5 ,0 0 0 , an
expenditure of £C218,000, leaving a net rev-
caneW Of £61,000 to meet an interest bill of
£'5300M0, thus leaving' a profit of £C14,000.
Comuparedi with the actual figures of last
year, the revenue is estimated at £C2,000
less. The expenditure last year was
£204,'000. In the year under report, £C21,000
is being allowed for relaying, etc., which
includes the replacement of trarnways on
certain sections by trolley buses. It is
about ten years ago, I think, sin ce an ad-
vance was made by the Treasury to the
Tramway Department for replacements.
That advance has been paid back during
the period at the rate of £ 21,000 per an-
Inum. Some excess over the amount ad-
vanced has been recorded in the comimer-
cial accounts of the Tramway Department.

2113



2114 [ASSEMBLY.]

This left a balance to their credit of
£16,000, to which -was added another
£21,000, giving them, a total credit of
£:37,000 on that particular account. The in-
stallation of trolley buses to replace tram.-
-ways in certain localities is being pro-
ceeded with. There is no necessity for mec
at this junciiure to dilate upon that propo-
sition. Some objections and opposition
during the current session have been voiced
to the proposal, but I think they have been
effectively answered, and at this stage it
is unnecessary for me to discuss the mat-
ter further. If members desire to engage
inc in a debate upon the Ooverninent's pro-
posal to convert the Claremont-Nedlands
route from its present state of obsolescence
to an np-to-date trolley bus system, I sha-l
he only too happy to oblige them.

Mr. Stubbs: It is not justified at pre-
sent.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What about a de-
bate in the Town Hall?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the Town Hall is preferred, that will suit
me. I have never yet known anything the
Government proposed that, in the minds
of members opposite, was "justified at the
present juncture." Something may have
been justified ten years before, or may be
justified ten years hence, but it is never
justified now. It is the experience of all
members that nothing "is ever justified
at the present jncture' The estimated
rqvenue from the fetres for the current
year is £C8,700, and the expenditure, in'-
eluding depreciation, is £8,000. The inter-
est bill will be approximately £600, which
will leave a balance of £C100. These figures
are practically the same as obtained last
year. The estimates of revenue and ex-
penditure for the Electricity Supply De-
partment for the year ending the 30th
June, 1937, are- Revenue, £363,000; expen di-
ture £252,000; leaving a net revenue of
£111,000 to meet interest costs amounting
to £63,000, thus providing a profit of
£48,000. These figures sbow an improve-
mnent of £3,000 when compared with the
1935-36 results. The extensions to the East
Perth power hotase are progressing satis-
factorily and it is hoped that the new unit,
station "B," will be in operation in Octo-
ber, 19317. The annual output of the pre-
seat plant now exceds 100,000,000 units,
and the continual increase in business is
mnost marked. Regarding the various de-

partuieuts concerning which I have spoken,
there is a summary at the foot of page
113 of the Estimate;, which shows that the
whole of the concerns will return an antici-
pated revenue of £4,156,700 and the expen-
diture necessary is estimated at £C2,988,000,
whilst interest will absorb £1,191,600, leav-
ing a deficit of £32,900, which cannot be
considered as unsatisfactory when full c og-
nisace is given to the services rendere to
the State by this big department. I have
much pleasure in submitting the Estimates
to the Committee.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.33]; I propose
to mnake some remiarks particularly regard-
ing the metropolitan transport system and
the Tramnway Department. Interesting
figures are disclosed in the estimates of
revenue and expenditure concerning the
Tramway Department. They appear on
page 84 of the Commnissioners' annual re-
port in Statement 2 and disclose that from
the inception of the tramway system there
has been returned4 an accumulated profit of
£99,804. It is pleasing to note that the pro-
cess of re-pairing the tram ears has been
segregated during the year and a sum of
£215,583 was spent during the last finaincial
year: in conunection with repairs to cars. Ini
addition, £8,748 was spent on the mainten-
ance-of tratcand rene-wals. That is inaddi-
tion to the sum of £21,000 which, accordin g
to the practice followed for years past,' is
pUt into a special fund for the purpose of
relaying trkts. That would not be bad
if that mioney, having been put into a special
fund, were spent for that particular pur-
pose. It seems to me that although that
large amiount is put aside each -year, when
special repair work has to he taken in hand,
a gr~ant is secured from the Treasury. I do
not know why, in an undertaking of this
description, the accumulated profits are not
put into a special fund together with the
amount set aside for relaying, and when it
is proposed to effect improvements the cost
of that work should not be met out of that
fund.

Mr. Sampson: That money is being
grabbed by t-he Government to be spent in
the Canning electorate.

Mr. CROSS: If -what I suggest were done
we would not be confronted with the posi-
tion that exists now when very drastic imn-
provements are dolinitely required in con-
nection. with the tramway system. Some
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time ago I1 drew the attention of the Com-
mittee to what was taking place in many
of the larger cities of the world.

Mr. Sampson: Your information was care-
fully noted and followed.

1&. CROSS: That applied not only to
Great Britain aoad the Continent of Europe,
but America as well. We find that in the
home of petrol. the authorities have decided
in many instances to convert their transport
from electric tramns and petrol buses to
trolley bus services. I believe the time is
ripe when the Government should definitely
decide upon a policy of conversion. No one
can deny the fact that electric trains are
obsolete and that is the reason why cities
like Chicagvo and London are scrapping the
whole of thpir electric tramway systems and
converting themt to trolley bus systems.
During the year the Tramway Department
caried out a real overhaaul, and made drastic
improvements in connection with one of
their tramn ears. They upholstered the seats
and generally improved the vehicle. Even
so, and even if they studded the tram with
diamonds, the authorities could not eliminate
the greatest drawback to the system. I
refer to its immobility. The time that is
wasted by the public and particularly by
motorists iii the city of Perth owing to
stationary trajus. holding them up, would
pay the interest involved in converting the
system.

Mr. Sampson. Whose job would it be to)
collect that money?

Mr. CROSS: It certainly would not be
that of the member for Swan.

-Mr. Samipson: He would not accept the
position.

Nf-. CROSS: He would be too busy col-
lecting his debts in other directi *ons. What
I assert regarding the trains is positively
true. Anyone can easily foresee that the
time is not far distant when tram cars 'will
be forbidden in the narrower streets of the
city. In Barrack-street and Wiliam-street,
for instance, tram ears hang up all traffic
and at peak petiods motorists are lucky if
they can get through the town in five mein-
utes. That means that every motor vehicle
is hung up, whereas if a trolley bus service
were instituted the buses would draw up
at the kerb and leave the road free for other
traffic. That is the rceason why authorities
have favoured that system. A trolley bus
service can lie run more expeditiously and wil
provide an excellent. quiet and folly eff-ec-

tive service such as is desired by the public.
It is proposed to convert the Wembley and
Claremont tram services immediately to the
trolley bus system, but in my opinion, and
in the opinion of those who are engaged in
running the tram service, the section that
requires conversion more than any other at
present is that which serves South Perth. I
do not know that it is necessary for me to
point out to members how great has been
the growth of population in that part of the
city during the last few years. The conges-
tion of the single trami track over then Cause-
way prevents an adequate service to either
South Perth or Victoria Park. If the South
Perth service were converted and, trolley
buses provided, it would be possible to give
South Perth a quick and effective service
adequate for the requirements and at the
same time enable the department to provide
a quicker tram service to Victoria Park
across the Causeway. Owing to the two
separate tram services that have to be run
over the single line across the Causeway,
an extra five or six minutes is required for
every car trip to Victoria Park. That will
indicate to members that when consideration
is being given to the conversion of the South
Perth service, the ailthor-ities wvill have to
realise that they will be able to provide
quicker transport for the people of Victoria
Park. During the last five years a new and
very large centre has grown up in South
Perth and the section I have in mind ii
almost without transport facilities. Recently
I accompanied a deputation to the Minister
and asked, that a trolley service should be
inaugurated as soon as possible to leave the
Freinantle road at Carrington-street and
proceed thence down- Coode-street and on to
Thelmna-street at Como. We pointedl out to
the Minister that tim preseut service was to-
tally inadequate to coI)e with the require-
mnents of the district. It takes too long for
the passengers to be conveyed to the city.
The trip by the present tramway service
from Comno to the city 'by way of Labouchere-
road, Angelo-street, Fremantle-road and over
the Causeway, rarely takes less than 40
minutes. If one travels from Como by
trani to the Mends-street jetty, it is neces-
sary to change to the ferries and then, on
arrival at Barrack-street, to board another
tram in order to reach the Town Hall. The
delays caused by the present arrangements
have resulted in the takings decreasing to
such an extent that they scarcely represent
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the wages of the conductor onl the tram.
Battier than put up with the delays, people
prefer to walk to Fremantle-road and pro-
ceed thence by bus.

Mr. Sampsoii: Has any consideration
been given to the provision of a bridge to
South Perth!

Mr. CROSS: I do not know that a bridge
would solve the problem because anyone who
is familiar with South Perth would realise
immediately that a bridge over the Narrows
would not affect the position regarding the
Carrington-street area at all. The part be-
tween Como, Carring-ton-strct and Coode-
street cauries a large population. Anyone
familiar with the suburb would see that the
route I suggested would cut through the
centre of the population and provide an
adequate service. Further, it would obviate
a considerable mileage in the trip from
Comio to the city. If that were done a ser-
vice could be given from Conmo to Perth, a
17 -minute or 18-minute service that would
be appreciated. Another thing, if the Gov-
erment are not prepared to give a service
where it is wanted, where there are sufficient
people to make it pay at the outset, they
should get out and let private enterprise put
in that service. I believe that if the right
thing were done, the, tramaway system, the
water supply system and the sewerage sys-
temn would be controlled by a metropolitan
board of works with separate borrowing
powers, and we would not then be worried
by the Country Party, who want the profits
from the tramnways for the farmers. Those
systems would be financed on their own
basis. If those systems were controlled by
a metropolitan board of works the board
would be able to go on the London market.
With the present rate of exchange, if they
were to borrow half a million in London
they would be getting £625,000, and payin~g
interest on only half a million. Recently I
had a letter from Chicago which I showed
to the Minister. Trolley buses have been in-
stalled there for some time, and since the
change-over it has been possible to show,
even in districts where there has not been an
increase in population, an increase of 33
per cent, in the number of passengers car-
ried. A quicker and altogether better ser-
vice can be given, and so the passengers are
satisfied. In addition, there is in Chicago a
demand to cut out petrol services, and ex-
tend the trolley bus services. The Govern-
ment should take steps to give to South

Perth a transport service that will place
South Perth in a position to have ithe same
transport facilities as exist on the city side
of the river. One other development I want
to see, and that is in regard to the electricity
supply. I have heard the member for Swanl
(Mr. Sanipson) frequently advocate the ex-
tension of the electricity supply to Goose-
berry Hill and other places, hut the people
at Alt. 1Pleasant have no electricity supply,
although Mt. Pleasant is within five mliles
of the city. I hope the Minister will extend
the electricity to Alt. Pleasant, for at that
place the two chief services art) lacking,
iiainely, water supply and electric light.

Mr. Thorn: Why do not you give thle
parish pump a spell?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
-Mr. CROSS: I do not interrupt you when

you are talking about currants. This ques-
tion is of lpaallount importance to South
Perth, and until we get it we will never
givc the Government any peace.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.50]: The
first thing that strikes me about the rail-
way figures is that our State railways are
said to be earning a higher return than are
the British railways. Unfortunately, we
have the interest bill to pay to the 011
Country, which is rather more than our
profit. The Commissioner points out that
our railways are showing increased profits,
to-day. As for the railways at the Fre-
mantle end, it has been suggested that the
ships at Fremiantle should stay a little
longer in port to enable visitors to do a
little shopping and spend some money in
the State. Since our railways are making
more profits than are the British railways,
our Conmmissioner might well consider the
proposal to encouragre visitors to Western
Australia by arranging for a slight reduc-
lion in the Ena-West railway fare, so as to
induce those people who would leave their
ship at Fremantle to spend a few days in
the State, and then go by railway to the
Eastern States. We need a great niany
visitors to come here, have a look round,
and then tell the world about us. Recently
a great many visitors have called, and hare
spoken very well of Perth, but generally
sp)eaking the ships do not stay long enough
at Fremntle to give the visitors a chance
to look around. It is said that in Canada
the biggest industry to-day is tourist, not
wheat. If we took proper steps, we might
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induce hundreds of visitors to stay here
for a few days, see the sights and then go
on by train to the Eastern States. For
many years past it has been brought to my
notice that travellers have been told on the
ships to avoid the West. It is said to them,
"Do not stop at Perth, for it is a terrible
place, but go straight on to the Eastern
States." Therefore I make that suggestion
to the Commissioner of Railways, who has
said that his profits are greater than are
those of the English railways.

Mr. Sampson: But who made that awful
statement to the passengers?

Mr. NORTH: I suppose it is jealousy
really, that those who made the statement
do not want to let the visitors see what
we have here. In regard to railways gen-
erally, it seems to me that a very important
question before the Minister is as to howv
far in future he will have to transfer from
the railways to the roads. There is an
important inquiry now being held in Ger-
many to find out how far road truffle is pro-
fitable as against the railways; that is to
say, up to what distance it is profitable.
The result of such an inquiry should
hijve an important bearing upon our own
railways at some future date. Speaking as
a layman for the laymen in my district, it
appears to me the Railway Department is
doing a wonderful job. We have the small-
est population in the world per mile of rail-
way, and the railways are starved of funds
because there is no money available for
improvements. Therefore thec Commissioner
in his wisdom through the Minister makes
certain attempts; he does a few miles of
electrical welding on the rails, and buys
a few rail coaches with a view to speeding
up the services. I trust he will be able to
apply that to the metropolitan area, be-
cause no doubt our long heavy suburban
trains will have to be replaced by fast
motor coaches during the slack periods of
the day.

Mr. Sampson: The country must comle
first.

Mr. NORTH: Of course, but there is no
reason why the service should not be ex-
tended. Coming to the question of trans-
port and of trolley buses, I have been
pleased to notice a trolley bus atmosphere
being created all this session. Although
sitting on the cross-benches, all I desire to
do is to make myself clear. Ever since the
question was first raised, the member for

WVest Perth (21r. 'McDonald) and I have
endeavoured to secure some sort of an in-
quiry in the metropolitan area in regard
to the whole of our transport problems,
railway suburban services, bus services,
and also the future of the tramways. More-
over, we have had in mind the beautifica-
tion of the city. Even if in every city of
Australia it was desired to put in trolley
buses instead of tramns, we here would still
lbc justified, in considering the aesthetic
side of the enterprise. If we could give
an excellent service and still avoid the
hideous posts required by a trolley bus ser-
vice, naturally we would choose Diesel
buIses. But that does not mean that the
Government should go dut of business-
Where the Government have an enterprise,
naturally they will stick to their guns, but
there is nothing to prevent the manager of
the tramnways in certain instances trans-
ferring from the tramns to the Diesel buses.
It is being done in many other places.
Therefor%~ regarding this controversy in
Claremont, when the Transport Board de-
cided to put down restrictions against pas-
sengers using existing transport facilities,
it was competent in the Government to
transfer to Diesel buses on that route. I
still have not heard that contention ans-
wered. There is no desire to take away
from the Government their right to an
enterprise of some sort, but if they do in-
tend to go into the trolley bus service and
extend that service, wve are going to enter
upon another aspect of the question worth
considering. We are all fond of sports,
and from our chief sport, namely, cricket,
we learn that one of the ethics of that
sport is to play the game to the other fel-
low. Now, having encouraged bus owners
to take out licenses for the purpose of us-
ing the roads, and having encouraged them
to spend considerable capital on the provi-
sion of suitable vehicles, is it the right
thing to go on determined in the long run
to snmash those fellows in their legitimate
services? Would it not be better that
the Government, if they intend to run
the trofley buses right through to 1"reaantle,
should say so, and warn the private
companies of their intention, and amend
the law in snch a way that compensation
could, be paid? That would be cricket. But
the present idea is simply a subterfuge,
not only to consolidate a Government enter-
prise-to which there can be no objection-
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but by extending that enterprise to
crush and eliminate their competitors.
I urge the Government to make a state-
ment that they have gone so far and no
farther. Those who have followed this
controversy are aware that the new service
is to go as far as the fire station at the top
.of Claremont hill. Some years ago the bus
proprietors approached the Government of
the day and offered to take over the trans-
port service on trolleys. Possibly it was this
suggestion that inspired the Government to
establish a trolley-bus service; it may have
given the Governmnent the idea. If it was
good enough for a private company to run
trolleys even as far as Fremntle, the Gov-
eominent, I suppose, thought they could take
over the whole of the service and so eliminate
the private companies. It is not right that
the weight of the Government should he used
to crush what is really a valuable local enter-
prise. There is room for both services. I
:am charmned with the way the broadcasting
arrangements are carried out in Australia.
We have a national station and private corn-
panies operating "B" class stations and all
are working in unison. Siniilarly here. Let
the Government be the niain transporter
and let the private companies continue their
operations and work in with the Govern-
mnent. If it is the definite intention of the
Government that the private companies shall
not carry passengers, but must give way
solely for the benefit of the trolleys;' that
policy should be announced and compensa-
tion arranged. I am sure, however, that the
Chamber would pass a Bill to amtend the
'Transport Act to bring it into line with the
London Act. The London authorities have
taken over a great nmnny private vehicles and
are operating their own vehicles. There has
been no friction and a good service has been
maintained. 'Only thre other ay the state-
ment was publishied that in the London
streets, in the course of a few years, there
would be nothing but trolley buses and Diesel
buses. In Perth, however, we should choose
a service ivbich does not require the erection
of upright poles.

Mr. Cross: But the trolley-bus service
would use current produced from home
fuel.

Air. NORTHI: 'The Commonwealth Gov-
erment hope to be able to produce fuel
from coal in the not distant future. Every-
one knows that this can be done, and it will
be done. it is almost certain that within the

next 10 years we shall have in Australia fuel
for Diesel buses.

Mr. Cross: We have Collie coal now.
Mr. NORTH: There is not a fetish about

electricity for the purpose of traction, but
there is for the purpose of factories, and
that is where current is at its best. Any
mnoney to be spent in connection with Collie
coal could be spent from the point of viewv
of factories. The Minister for Employment
will require all the power that can be sup-
plied in that direction. Everyone knowvs of
the tremendous success of the Collie scheme
extension. Some time ago I asked a question
as to the stage at which we would he likely
to pass over fromn the East Perth power house
to the Collie powver scheme, and I wvas told
in those days that when wve reached 60,000,000
units would be the time to transfer the
power to Collie. We have reached
100,000,000 units and the position is the
same. There is no need whatever to make a
fetish of traction on the roads when current
is so useful in many other directions. If
the Government are determined to go on
with the trolley buses, they should come to
some decent arrangement that in future pri-
vate buses will run in concert with the Gov-
ernment enterprise, and not in opposition to
it, and that if it should be 'iecessary to
elimiinate the buses, adequate compensation
will be paid. It was exceedingly ufortunate
that the Government should have chosen the
route they did for the installation of trolley
buses, remembering that along that route we
have a very fine private service and that the
company controlling it pay very stiff fees
which go a long way towards the construe-
tion of our roads. So I consider that Caem-
int wvas the last place that should have
been selected for the trolley buses.

MR. NEEDHLAM (Perth) [6.7]: It is not
moy intention to discuss the railway policy
of the Government at any length on these
Estimates, but I do wish to refer to a matter
of Government policy in connection with
the railways, and -it deals with the retirement
of employees when they reach the age of
65 yeairs. This, however, applies not only
to railway employees but to all employees
of the Government in the various depart-
menits. It is not the first time that I have
mentioned the matter in this House, and it
might not he the last. This policy might
be all right provided the person being retired
tiad something to fall back upon in the
evening of his life; but lie has not. Whether
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the employee is a, salaried man or a wages
man, he has very little opportunity at all
of providing for the rem~tiningo years of his
life. He has not the opportunity to pro-
vide for to-miorrow because be has not had
enough to provide for to-day, and that par-
ticularly applies to the wages man. I hare
mentioned this matter on other occasions
and the MKinister for Railways of the day
always preserved a, discreet silence. When
replying to the general discussion, he did
not vouchsafe any statement as to what
policy it -was intended to follow, and so I
am making another attempt, by bringing
the matter forward to-day, to try to induce
the present M,%inister for Railways to effect
a change in the policy. What I object to
is that there is no inquiry as to the a),ility,
physical or intellectual, of the employee to
carry on his job. I contend, without fear
of contradiction, that mnany men have been
dismissed from the raitway service of this
State during the past few years on having.
attained the age of 65 years who were quite
capable of carr~ying on their work for some
time longer, and -who, I venture to say,
would have given a better result in the day's
effort than many men of younger years. I
have repeatedly asked that the Government
might try to determine this question on the
merits of Ihe individual employed, that is
to say, it could be ascertained whether or
not the employee concerned, on reaching the
age of 65 years, was physically fit to carry
on his work, and then determine whether
his services should be retained. I am not
suggesting that all should be treated this
way, but 1 doe contend thd4t each case should
he treated on its merits.

Mr. Seward: You would have plenty of
requests.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I wish to put another
phase of this question before the Commit-
tee. During the past four years the Gov-
erment have appointed to positions a
number of men who were long past the ag
of 65 years, and those men are to-day in
receipt of salaries from the Government.

Mr. Patrick: And important positions,
too.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Undoubtedly. Let it
clearly be understood, however, that I ain
not reflecting on the ribility of those gentle-
men to carry out the duties imposed upon
them. I co ntend that they are quite capable
of fulfilling their tasks; but it is only sup-
porting my argument when I say that there
were men in the railway service equally corn-

pletent to carry on their work but who were-
dismissed because of their having reached.
the retiring age. Arguments have been ad-
duced in svipport of the policy of retire-
ment. at 65 years that room is thus provided.
for younger men. Whilst I admit that the
Government have done good work for the-
youth of the State, especially in the rail-,
ways, I will not admit that the indiscrimin-
rgte dismissal of employees on attaining the.
age of 65 years has been the mueans of put-
ting into the places of the dismissed men.
younger members of the service.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NEEDH AM: I was pointing out that
in my opinion the Government's policy in
dismissing from their employment men who
attain the age of 65 years had not resulted
in a, proportionate increase in the employ-
ment of youngumen either in the railways or
in any other Government department. I
suggest now to the Minister for Railways
that in future he endeavour to classify the
employees of his department who will
shortly attain the age in question and iaser-
tamn whether or not they are competent to
continue 'the work they have been doing for
years, In making that suggestion I wish it
to apply to other Government departments,
as well. I venture to say that if my sugges-
tion is adopted, numnerous men can be re-
tained in Go*vernm ent employ, after attain-
ing the age of 65, with profit to themselves.
and also with proft to the Government. The
question of superannuation is not unrelated
to the subject I am noxv discussing. I said at
the outset. that if these men had something
to look forward to in the wa-y of help during-
their declining years, the position would not
be so acute; bat there is no superannuation
policy in this State for any Government emi-
ployee. As regards railwaymen and other
Government employees, the time is more
than ripe for the Government to pay astten-
tion to that phase of the question. If wve
had a superannuation policy for Govern-
ment employees, there would be no need for
me to labour the problem of retirement at
the age of 65 years. At the moment I will
not pursue the subject of superannuation
f urther than to say I hope the day is not far
distant when not only in Western Australia
but in other States as -well there will
he superannuation policies for all em-
ployces. I commend these suggestions LO,
the Minister, so that he may review the
policy of dismissal at 65 which has operated
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for years, and determine whether such dis-
nmissals cannot be minimised. I am not
pleading now for the retention in any ov-
ernmeut depatment of any man who is not
fit to do his work, either from the physical
or the intellectual side; but I do say there
are in the railways and other Government
departments many men capable of giving
valuable service after attaining what is now
the retiring, age. The Government employ,
outside the actual departments, a number
-of men who are beyond the age of three score
.years and ten; and I submit that the samec
system might with advantage be applied to
the Government departments. I commend
that view to the Minister's consideration.

MR. I.AMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[7.351: As regards the railway system of

this State, that pl~se has been wel! dis-
cussed from time to time, and the general
position has been placed before the Commit-
tee fairly by the Minister. I should, how-
ever, like to have a few words to say regzard-
ing the electricity branch and the tramways.
M y purpose is to make some slight reference
to the tramway system in the metropolitan
area. Some time ago a good deal of adverse
criticism -was levelled at the Government in
-respect of their desire to make facilities for
travel in the metropolitan area more modern.
Indeed, the Lender of the Opposition saw fit
to launch a motion of no-confidence embrac-
ing the Government's decision to replace the
existing trains with trolley buses. There
are in this Chamber members who have some
knowledge of the question. The Chamber
includes not one but a dozen members of
municipal authorities, including Claremont-
Cottcsloe and Peppermint Grove-amongst
them the present member for Claremont
(Mr. North). I desire to quote from the
very lengthy evidence given by dozens
of witnesses, some of them holding,
parochial views at the time, before a former
Royal Commission on tramway facilities re-
garding the necessity for extending! those
facilities in the metropolitan area.

Mr. North: What year would that be!

Mr. LAM)I3ERT: Thme year 1922. 1 find
here evidence given by One witness who
joined in the recent chorus of disapproval of
the Government's present attitude towards
increasing travel facilities in the mnetropoli-
tan area. I understand-I regret I was not
hem to listen to the hon. member's remarks
-that he suggested the Owners of private

buses should be compensated if driven olf
the roads.

Ar. North: As is done in London to-day.
Mr. LAMBERT: In 1922, Charles Fred-

crick John North was sworn and exaniined
before the Commission I have mentioned.

You are Acting Mayor of Cotteslo?-I -am.
I wish to answer the objection the Govermntt
raise to the proposed tramwiay extension,
namely, that either the extenson will pay or it
wvill not pay. aid that if it wvill pay the local
authority can wvell undertake it.

So, if it will not pay, the Government c-an
undertake it.

Our answer is that the Governmenat are iii
conmplete control not only of the railways hut
of the maijor portion of the electric tram-.
ras--

The Government were in control of the
whole lot, as a matter of fact.
-and so can affect the distribution of popu-
lation in the metropolitan area. Cottesloc, and
paiticularly North Cottesloc, are at the merey
of -the Commissioner of Railways for their pro-
gress. Should the district emdbark on a spur
line 'from Swanbourne station-

Mr. North: Which you advocated.
Mr. LAMBERT: That is the point.

-right to the heach and jetty, the inc-tess of
such a line would depend entirely on the fre-
quency of suburba trains aid the fares
charged.

Mr. North: What is wrong with that?
Mr. LAMBERT: That is definitely corme-

hated to the whole of the evidence given at
that time. I was a member of the Royal
Conmnission. The Commissioners were f~ted
at Cottesloc and at Claremont. The Claremont
Road Board gave us a reception. In fact,
we were given receptions everywhere.

Mr. North : But y-on never built the line.
Mrf. LAMBERT: There was a positive

representation made by the then Acting
Mayor of Cottesloc that-

Hon. C. G. Latham: But he was not mnen-
ber for the district then.

Mr.' North; Of course lie was not.
All. LAMBERT: No. He had not the

courage to wearn two faces at that time.
The position then was that all the local gov-
erning authorities throughout the metro-
politan area, whether in South Perth or Cot-
tesloe or Mt. Hawthorn or Inglewood, advo-
cated tramway extension. They clanioured
for tramway extension to such a degree that
we had to limit very definitely' the recomn-
mendations that we made. I wish to tell
the member for Claremont that it was on my
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minority report, at all events, that the Gov-
ernment refrained from carrying out the
Royal Commission's recommendations as to
tramway extension. The Government fol-
lowed the addendum to a report with which
I furnished them at the time.

.Mr. North: We never asked for the Clare-
mont line. You say that yourself, don't
you ?

Mr. LAMBERT: The lion. member defin-
itely asked for it.

Mr. North: Never!
Mr. LAMBERT: -If the hon. member

wants me to read the evidence of Miss Ada
Brorshom, I will read it. Her evidence at
that time favoured a tributary tramline to
bring the people of the district into the
main shopping street of Claremont. I was
so seized of the inconsequence and uniin-
portance of the evidence tendered by her,
that I had no hesitation whatever in mak-
ing an addendum to my report. The pre-
sent G3overnment arc not to be blamed. If
they are blanmeable, all the preceding Gov-
ernmnents are blaineabic. The member for
Claremont was then actuated, as he always
is actuated, by the best of intentions. He
gave evidence along the lines I have indi-
cated. Thirteen or 14 years later, how-
e .vr, hie supports a wan t-of-confi dence
11otion .1gai16st the present Government,
who desire to modernise transport in such
a way as to give a better service to the
people of the metropolitan area in the form
of either tramways or trolley l~uses, as the
case may be. Such action savours of some-
thing that can hardly be regarded as -within
the limits of sincerity. From that aspect
I rather regret some of the criticisms in-
dulged in by hon. members opposite, par-
ticularly when challenging the life of the
Government.

Mr. North: You never heard my remarks
that night. Yoa were not in the Chamber.

Mr. LAMB ERT: I heard part of them.
Mr. North: I beg pardon.
Mr. LAMBERT: I miss a wealth of in-

formation sometimes through not hearing
the hon. member's remarks. I am always
pleased to hear the hon. member's remarks.
I support the observation of the mnember
for Canning that the time has arrived-it is
15 years overdue--for a conversion to the
modemn form of motor transport. In view
of the practical knowledge of transport
services of the member for Canningz, at good
deel of attention can well be given to his

remarks. The time will conic when we shall
have to realise that the present tramway
system is obsolete and must be scrapped.
No Government to-day will face the posi-
tion. They would not have the money
necessary to face it, because the amount of
money involved in a corwersion to a more
modern service would be very considerable.
It is regrettable, nevertheless, that this
obsolete and funeral-like Service should LE
maintained. In saying that I am not doh.
sirous of reflecting upon the managemient
in any way, but I believe that the service
is definitely out of date. The time has ar-
rived wvhen this service in the metropoli-
tan area sho ,kild be hiand led by a body
separate from the railways and electricity
department altogether.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And separate fromn
Parliament.

Mr. LAMvBERT: Yes, and separate from
Parliament too.

Ron, W. D. Johnson interjected.
Mr. LAMBERT: I take no notice of the

metropolitan bodies. Merely because Par-
liamient delegates to certain local authori-
ties certain powers within the four-corner
pegs of the Municipalities Act or the Road
Districts Act, that does not imply that this
scipreme body shduild consult them as to
policy. All these activities should be separ-
ate. If we are going to provide for the
future, that provision can only be made by
ain authority which will have direct control.
Nominally the Commissioner of Railways
to-day controls the railways, the Electricity
Department and the tramways. He has
4,800 miles of rail-ways to look after and 1
have always felt and told the ox-Premier
long ago, that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had enough to do to control the rail-
wvays alone. Let us analyse the position
of the Electricity Department. The Lord
MN~a yor onl, the night before last plumed
his feathers and took very rent credit
for the amount paid for the supply of
electric current in the metropolitan area.
The figures reveal that it costs .77 per cent.
to generate current at the East Perth power
station. Under the old agreement entered
into years ago-

Mr. Cross: A pretty stupid agreement too.
Mr. LAI MNBERT: I am not going to have

a chat with the hon. member over stupidity.
The figures, reveal that while it is costing us
.77 per cent, to generate power at the East
Perth. power station, we are selling it to the
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City Council at .76 per cent. As a matter of
fact, the City Council have become richer
arid richer year after year to a very material
extent upon the enormous profits they have
made out of the current we are selling them
at a loss.

Mr. Hegney: There are only eight years
to go before that is terminated.

Mr. LAMBER.T: It could be terminated
by Act of Parliament. I am going to ask
the Minister for Railways to produce the
whole of the agreements entered into, not
only by the City Council, hut with industrial
concerns in a similar way.

Member: W"ould you repudiate an agree-
mnentl

Mr. LAMBERT.- There is no suggestion
of repudiation of agreements. The condi-
tions which existed at that time and the con-
ditions which exist to-day with the lessened
value of money and the enhanced price of
commodities, make the position altogether
different and make it competent for Parlia-
ment to demand that the agreement framed
with the best of intentions at that Lime
should be rev-iewed. It was stated in the
"West Australian" yesterday that the rate-
payers of the Perth City Council area would
be saved something in the vicinity of £20,000
through a reduction in the rates charged for
electricity. The article w-as headed "City
Electricity," "Charges Reduced," "O0fficers'
Salaries Increased." Side by side with the
lessened amiount that the City Coneil are
charging the consumers of electric light at
the expense of this Government-

Mir. North: And at the expense of the
nuter suburbs too.

Mr. J1AMBERT: Yes, and at the expense
of the outer suburbs, the city councillors
have seen fit to increase the salaries of their
officers. There arc concerns in the metro-
politan area that are buying current to a
very great extent in bulk. Hadfield's Steel-
works at Bassendeaii buy portion of their
scrap steel from the railway department
at a nominal cost. I believe they paid
originally 10s. a ton hut to-day I understand
they pay a little more. I should like to see
the agreement Made with Hadfield's for the
supply of electric current and note exactly
what they are paying for it. The only ser-
vice they are performing is to buy electric
current to operate a furnace which could be
put within a 2Oft. square. They are buying
the current at an absolute minimum from
the Government and also steel from the Gov-
ernment at anl absolute minimum, and thenl

selling- back to the railway department steel
Products which the department require. That
has been going on for years, and Hadlfield's
are making an enormous profit as a result.
The whole of their organisation could be
thrown into a fiftieth corner of the Midland
Workshops. The Commissioner of Railways
should have sufficient vision to enable him
to realise the value of the scraup steel which
is being sold to Hadflelds. There is a large
amount worn out every year and it could be
reconditioned at the Mliland Workshops
and should be re-conditioned and not sold to
a small private outside organisation which
is buying our scrap steel at a minimum cost,
usig our electric current at a minimum cost,
and selling at the highest possible price
steel. products to others in this State.

Mr. Hegney: The mining companies have
kept Hadfields going.

Mir. LAMBERT: A lot of people have
kept them going. I know their history from
the time they started.

MIr. }legney:. You do not seem to be too
favourably disposed towards them.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is pertinent to point
out that we are running big works at Mid-
land Junction-one of the finest workshops
in Australia. If Hadfields do any work to-
day aIpart from smelting-if they require
any steel casting they have to send lots of
their eastiags to the Midland Workshops to
be machined.

Mr. Hughes: Don't they use manganese
for ternpering steel!

'Mr. LAMBERT: I know something else
that would be better to use than man-
ganese and it -would be used in a furnace
too. I1 do not know that I have anything
fnrther to say. I hope, when the Minister
is replying, he will assure us that we will he
given an idea of the history of the activi-
ties of the electric light department corn-
irtencing train the mgreement made with the
Perth City Chuncil. We should let the
people in tire metropolitan area know that
the Perth City Council are not responsible
ini the slightest degree for the recent reduc-
tion of electric lighbt charges. The reduction
is due to the fact that the Government are
supplying current to the City Council at
.75., though it is costing the Government
.77d. to generalte. Let us endeavour to get
a review of the charges. I understand that
when we took over the Nedlands tramnline
,we paid 3 per cent. to the City Council for
the upkeep of the road abutting the track.
The member for Nedlands may Trmember it.
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It would be interesting to know whether we
are stil paying that 3 per cent.

Mr. Cross: Definitely we are, and then
maintain the road. That is in the report.

Mr. Hughes: Would you take a-way the
council's .3 per cent.?

Mr. LAM1BERT: Not the 3 per, cent.
spent at the council chambers; that is the
only bright spot about the Perth City
Council. It hope the Minister will consent to
produce all the agreements for the supply
of electric current. One of the most import-
ant industries in the metropolitan area is
the Swan. Port-land Cement Works. I under-
stand those works consume about one-fifth
of the current produced by the East Perth
Power! House, and the cost figures out at
about i10s, per ton of cement produced. T
can only conclude that that current is sup-
plied in bulk at .85d. as against the hulk
charge to the City Council of .75d. Members
should understand the relationship existing
between the Perth City Council, the Fre-
mantle Council, subsidiary bodies and the
industrial conems. Who made the agree-
ments for the supply of current? I could
tell mnembers who made some of them, and
also whether they arc a commercial proposi-
tion. The time has arrived when the Train-
way Department end the Electricity Supply
should b&. under separate authorities. We
should secure a proper co-ordination of the
whole of the electric light plants in the
State. We continue to extend the East
rerth Power House equipment with 40-
cycle instead of 50-cycle plant, which is

,qite out of step with modern progress in
electrical greneration. Under a ptoperly co-
ordinated authority no local authority should
be permitted indiscriminately to instal
power plants that would not fit in with
the general scheme of power development in
the State. We should amend. the Municipal
Corporations Act and the Road Districts
Act to ensure that the whole of such plants
would be interchangeable. To-day in some
places alternating current is supplied; in
other places direct current is supplied;
some is of 2*20 volts and other is of 240
volts. Then we have a 40-cycle plant at
our ma power house compared with 50-
cycle plants in the rest of Austiralia. I
believe that the manager of the Electric
Supply is most efficient and enthusiastic,
but if we continue to build up diverse plants
as -we are doing, the time must come when
we shall have to face very heavy expendi-

ture. In the Eastern States the position has
been faced, particularly in 'Victoria, where
the Electricity Commission were appointed.
The Commission have saived Victoria
millions of pounds. Until we start on a
right basis and ensure that all the tin-pot
municipalities and road boards cannot buy
from their friends power plants that arc
definitely unsuitable and incapable of link-
ing up with the generail scheme of electricity
supply, we shall never get anywhere.

MR. MANN (B~everley [8.7]: There are
just a few points upon which I desire to
touch. The report of the Commissioner of
Railways informs us 'that greater comfort is
provided for the travelling public 'in flirst-
class carriages. For a long time the custom
has been to provide in second-class sleepers
hlankets without sheets, though I am jdeased
that the department have converted the six-
berth compartments to four-berth cabins.
No matter who the -second-class traveller
might be, he is forced. to sleep in 'blankets,
sand when we consider that those blankets
arc passed from one person to another, we
must appreciate the risk of spreading serious
disease. It is a most disgusting state of
affairs. Second-class. travellers have just as
much right to be provided with decent
facilities as have first-class passengers.

Eon. W. D. Johnson: is that the rule?

Mr. ANN: Yes. At the end of a jour-
iley -the blankets are removed from the ear-
riages and stacked, hat I do not know
whether they are cleaned or fumigated.
Members can realise how easily infectious
disease might be spread through various
people using the same 'blankets. Another
point is the. refi eshment-room accominoda-
tioii provided for the travelling public. The
policy seems to be to lease the refreshment
rooms in such a way as to obtain as much
revenue as possible without properly cater-
ing for the welfare of passengers. On the
Great Southern line the first stopping place
with a refreshment room is Chidlow's,
which is conducted. by one of the largest con-
tractors. The tea served there has generally
been stewed and the pies supplied are a posi-
tive disgrace. A-t Spencer's Brook the re-
freshment room shows a vast improvement.
Right down the -line there is no place where
people can obtain dinner or tea at night.
We do not seem to cater for the travelling
public, and- it is time the people received
greater consideration. Since the Transport
Acrt camne into operation there has been a
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substantial imprI)ovemeflt in the railway re-
turns, which have increased from £406,759
in 1934 to £671,604 last year. The policy
of to-day is to build first-class roads,
and travelling by train has become one
of the painful necessities of life.
We live in a world of speed. To
journey from Bleverley to Per-th by train
occupies five hours compared with two -hours
by motor car. The existing time-tables have
operated for years, and no attempt has been
made to speed up the trains or modernise
them. The Railway Department seem to be
actuated by a spirit of "don't care." Nobody
seems to worry. I believe that the time-
table could be revised so that the public
would be more adequately served. Recently
the Commissioner of Railways visited Corrn-
gin and agrneed to all extension of the truck-
ing yard. The farmers are producing more
sheep than they were a few years ago and
naturally require greater facilities for -truck-
ing. Yet a peculiar attitude seems to be
adopted by the department whenever a re-
quest is made for trucking yards at country
centres. It seems to be regarded as unneces-
sary expenditure. Such a policy is short-
sighted, and I hope the Minister will sec his
way to effect an imlprovemlent in that direc-
tion. The condition of stock trucks is bad.
When the coal strike occurred, a considerable
quantity of wool was held up at country
sidings on account of the scarcity of trucks
due to their 'being required for the -trans-
port of coal. 'That of course could not be
helped, hut the fact remains that the whole
of our railway system needs to he re-
organised. We -have a new Commis-
sioner of Railways, and many people
expected great results from his adminis-
tration. Ale, all respect him greatly,
but the time has arrived when definite im-
provements should be effected. There has
been no alteration for at least 40 years. I
suppose thy old time table and the old rate
book have niot been altered in the slightest.
The Minister should seek for a way to im-
prove the department generally.

MR. STYANFS (K{algoorlie) [8.14]: 1
wish to pay a tribute to the Commissioner of
Railways and his staff for their very fine
work in the service provided for the public,
considering -the material at their disposal.
I wish to offer certain criticism of the rail-
way service from the point of view of tie
public, criticism arising out of 24 years'
experience as a cleaner, fireman and driver

in the transport branch. Most people do not
visuialise the railways in the proper light.
They do not realise that the railways are a
public utility. They are inclined to regard
them as a business concern rather than as a
public utility designed for developmental
purposes. Many people in this State -have
received great monetary advantage from
the enhancement in the value of their pro-
perties by reason of a railway being built.
Let me instance the early development of the
wheat areas. A man might have beens .50
miles from a railway and his land would be
valued at £2 an acre. When the railway
ran adjacent to his property, it probably
became wvorth £6 an acre. The railways are
not given ally credit for that increase in
values. I notice from the report of the Core-
kllissionel' of Railways th~at he shows the per-
centage return oil the capital invested, and
compares the figures with certain railways.
in England and the Victorian, railways. it
is to the credit of the Comunissioner and
his staff that he is able to show a better
return on the capital invested than can many
of the old-established companies in England.
In the case of the London, M-%idlaid and
Scottish railwvay, it earns 3.15 per cent. on
the capital invested and to earn £100 it costs
them £80 6s. 5d. In the case of the London
Northl-Eastern railway the return is 2.76
per cent. on thle capital invested, and to earn
£100O it costs the company £82 6s. In the
case of the Great Western railway, this re-
turns 3.31 per cent, on the capital invested,
and to earn £100 it costs £80 13s. 3d. In
the case of Western Australia, our railways
earn 3.71 per cent. on the capital invested,
and it cost only £:71 19s. to earn £100.
The wvorking expenses per train mile are
95.42 per cent. i11 the case of our railways,
and the interest is shown at 38.94d. per
train mile. The working expenses with tile
interest added make a total of 134.36d. per
mile. The earnings are 132.35d., showing a
loss of 2.21d. It will be seen from these
figures that the millstone around the neck of
the railways is interest. No business concern
that is debited with approximately 40 per
cent. interest could do other than find it
difficult to show a balanced return. The
Commissioner has got very near to that in
that he showed a deficit of only £57.477 last
year. The unfortunate part of the inierest
question is the short-sightedness of the early
legislators of 'the State, who did not
provide any sinking f und for the
railways. We -have the deplorable position
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to-day that we are paying interest on capital
which disappeared many years ago. We arc
still paying interest on capital that was
raised to put down our first railways. The
bridges, eulverts, sleepers and even the rails
themselves disappeared years ago, and yet
the interest is still debited against the Work-
ing Railways. Between 33 and 40 per cent.
o f the total earnings of the railways have
to go out in interest. In this State there
are approximately 103 people to every mile
of railway, compared with Victoria 640 and
New South Wales 680. This shows that the
Commissioner and his staff are putting up a
remarkable performance. It is regarded in
that light by the railway authorities in the
other States of Australia. Another item in
the report which attracted my attention re-
lates to belated repairs, Ways and Works
£C89,992, and rolling stock £32,701. As in-
dicated by the Minister, this was brought
about by the short-sighted policy of skimp-
ing the railway management of the necessary
finances with which to keep the road bed and
the rolling stock in an efficient condition.
The road bed is a very important factor in
this particular transport system. This may
be gleaned from the fact that in 1931 263,0006
sleepers were replaced, in 1932 228,000, and
in 1933 204,000, but when the financial posi-
tion of the State improved in 1935 we find
that 492, '000 sleepers were replaced. This is
evidence that in the years 1931, 1932 and
1033 cab-' 50 per cent, of the sleepers that
should have been replaced were replaced to
keep the road bed in what was said to be a
decent state of repair. I have operated loco-
motives over those road beds, and I know the
deplorable condition they were in. It was
a rare thing for the express from Kalgoorlie
to Southern Cross to return without going
into the loeo depot with broken spring
hangers, broken springs or damaged cons-
pensating beaum. That in itself is an indi-
cation of the roughness of the road. In the
case of one trip no less than three spring
hangers broke on a "'P' class engine. It
was a ver-v uncommon occurrence for a "
class engine to go to Leonora and hack with-
out having three or four broken spri ng
hangers or broken springs. This is a cause
of big expense in the running and adds
to the administrative costs of the railwvays.
All these items have to be i-eplaced. Not
only' has the cost of a spare part to be
found, but there has also to be considered
the labour of replacing the daniaged part,

arid the time the engine is out of commission.
All these things add to the cost of the service.
In addition a number of derailments oc-
curred. Perhaps the officials of the rail-
ways will not agree with what I am now go-
ing to say. I am satisfied that a number of
the derailments, which resulted in damage
to and sometimes the total wrecking of the
rolling stock, damage to and consequent
compensation for goods destroyed, occurred1
through the bad condition of the roads.
Since the roads have been put in order, a
much smaller percentage of derailments has
occurred. The next itemn in the report to
attract my attention deals with rents. The
amount of £61,000 is given as for the coming
year, compared with £53,755 for the previ-
ous year. There is a note to the effect that
£7,336 more is due mainly from refreshment
services. In other words the Commissioner
anticipated getting £:7,000 more through the
running of refreshment room and dining
cars. I would prefer to see the figures go-
ing the other way. I am satisfied that rea-
sonable refreshment seieies; are not
being given to the travelling public.
The quantity and quality of the food
supplied for the money have not been
up to the requisite standard. I believe
there has been a reduction in the price of
%cones from 4d. to Scd., but that is the only
reduction I know of. The cost of pies is
the same, but the size has decreased about
50 per cent.

Mr. Marshall: And the quality also.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, in some cases. I
wish now to deal with the dining car servie
between Kalgoorlie and Perth, particularly
as this affects my electors in the Kalgoorlie
district. It is my% contention that practically
no catering is provided for second-class
passengers on the train because of the high
price charged for meals. A man may be
on the basic wage or a small margin above it,
and this unfortunately constitutes the posi-
tion of most of the workers. Either they
are on the basic wage or have a small margin
above it. One of these men may set out
from Kalgoorlie wvith his wife and two
children. The two children may be between
nine and 12 years of age, hut they are
charged at adult rates for their meals,
though probably they would eat as much as
all adult. The man who has his wife and
two children in -the dining car is therefore
called upon to pay the prohibitive price of
14s. I should like to see the price of meals
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reduced, and a better catering service
arranged for in the refreshment rooms than
at present obtains. I would not mind if
this meant a small loss on the refreshment
services. The important factor is the coi-
fort of the service that is rendered to the
public in a transport system of this kind.
One member interjected that the meal was
ae good in the dining car from Kalgoorlie to
Perth as it was in any other railway system
in Australia. I cannot subscribe to that
statement, Coming to Perth a fortnight ago
I travelled with a man who had journeyed
from Brisbane, Hle made the remark, after
g-oing into our dining car and having his
meal there, that it was the worst meal he
had had -since he left his home town. From
my experience I agree -with him. The meal
is of very poor quality and the price charged
is excessive.

The Minister for Mines: It is cheaper
here than it is elsewhere in Australia.

Mr. Marshall: It is an inferior mneal,
which cannot be called a cheaper one.

Mr. STYANTS: If a person pays 3s. 6d.
for a meal, he should be able to get a rea-
sonably good one. I admit that a meal in a
dining ear will probably cost more th-an it
would in a refreshiment room. There is one
matter in particular where a remedy should
be-provided by the Commissioner. I refer
to the type Of fruit provided on the tables
in the dining carm between Kalgoorlie and
Perth. We rightly claim that our fruit is
equal to anything produced in Australia. It
is a -poor advertisement for this State that a
person coming off the Trans-Australian line
should see the 'type of fruit onl the table in
our Kalgoorlie-Perth Express. The Conm-
missioner should see that, for the good nameit
of our fruitgrowers, a better type of fruit
is provided. 1 notice it is the intention of
the Commissioner to provide six Diesel-ee-
tric rail cars,. That is a step in the righit
direction. In the country districts mixed
trains do not bring in the returns the de-
partment should be gdtting from them. Once
the load of anl engine is reduced below a cer-
tain point, it becomes unprofitable -to run a
steam train. There may be only one or twro
coaches behind a rak-e of 50 trucks of mner-
chandise. The engine has to hbe shunted -at
every station, which does not make for a
decent service for the travelling public. I
am pleased that the department propose to
introduce these new coaches and provided
the motive power is sufficiently great
I beliexve they will be successful If

they are g-oing to be low-powered vehicles
like the "Grey Ghost" which runs between
Perth and( Armnadale and which cannot haul
aL trailer up the Keliuscott hill and run a ser-
vice to time, or they are going to be like the
internaL combustion coaches which run out
of Albany, we would be better off without
them. I am satisfied from anl investigation
of the rail cars in South Australia and
Queensland, two States which have gone
in extensively for rail ears, that
they arc an innovation in the
right direction and will .he appre-
ciated by thc travelling public.
I wvas also struck by the announcement of
the Minister. arisinJg out of the Commis-
sitner'S report, that special springs had
been fixcd to one coach as an experiment.
That alteration is badly needed. I travel
between Perthi and Kal goorlie considerably,
and if I occupy one of the Reso coaches,
which are known to the rail-way authorities
by a letter and special numbers, it is im-
possible to get any rest if I ani in one of
the compartments over the wheels. When
speed is increarsed, or the train is running'
downhill, it is difficult to remain in the berth.
The Minister himself had an experience of
that description, and he had to request to
be pl~aced in another eompaxrtment in order
that hie could get away from the wheels and
secure somne rest. There is something radi-
cally -wrong with the springing of our rail-
Way coaches. In other countries they have
narrow-gange railways over which they can
run trains much more speedily and with
greater comfort than is possible in Western
Austrarin. There arc two factors mainly
responsible for that. The 4-berth secona-
class sleeping compartmnents have heen
welcome Piditions to the railway service,
particularly on the part of those who halve
to indulge in long-distance travelling from
Wiln and Kanlgoorlie. Of course the
accommodation of six in One smal sleeping
compartment was too much, but even so that
was much better than on the train between
.Adelaide and Sydney, where second-clas
passengers have to sit up all night, and can-
not get any rest at all. Two second-class
coaches have heen fitted with improved seat-
ing accommodation. Ifv opinion is that the
second-class seating accommodation badly
reqruires improvement, because we have the
same old hard cushions and straight backs
that were the vogue 25 years ago. On the
Perthi-Bunbury run and on other long-dis-
tance. journeys, the same types of coaches
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that were used when I was a boy going to
school iii the South-West are still in com-
mission. A matter that particularly con-
cerns the Ralgoorlic and goldfields districts
generally is that of overcrowding during the
summer maonths. I do not refer particularly
to the overcrowding that takes place at
Christmas time because that is unavoidable.
That is due to people all over the State
wanting to travel at the one time. It would
be too expensive to provide coaching stock
adequate to deal with the rush traffic at that
period. On the other hand, excursions are
run for women and children who, on account
of the climate at Kalgoorlie, travel in great
numbers to thep seaside. I have seen over-
crowding in second-class compartments on
the Kalgoortie-Perth express that would not
be allowed it horses, bullocks or sheep were
concerned. The R.S...A. would take up
the matter with the men loading the stock:
and with the Railway Department. There
is a limit to die nuimber that can be trans-
ported in stock trucks, but apparently there
is no limit to the number of passengers who
can be stuffed into a compartment. I have
seen passeingers sitting on their bundles in
the corridors; yet in many instances it
was quite unnecessary. The "P" class
engine out of Kalgoorlie, the type usually
used on the express trains, has a haulage
capacity of 335 tons. On many occasions the
-railway authorities have decided to bring
two engines out, but two engines do not'
pull double the 'haulage of one. That does
not imply that there is any deficiency in
engine power, but it is because the draw
gear of the coaches will not stand the double
toad, and the difference between one engine
load and the two engine load is only
21 tons, or a total of 356 tons for
the two engines. This is done ia-
stead of running the train in two
divisionsi. if the department adopted
the latter course, they could make reasonable
provision in the first division for first-clawss
passengers and second-class passengers with
sleepers, while the second section could be
run for the convenience of those who could
not afford sleepers. Instead of doing that,
the authorities have run two engines with
their two crews, and the only saving hats
been one guard iastead of two. That is a
matter that could be rectified without much
cost. There is considerable over-crowding
of passenger trains from Kalgoorlie during-
the summer months. With regard to engine
power, it is proposed to build 10 new P

class locomotives. . As one who has operated
that type of engine, both as fireman and
driver, I tan assert that it is al fine type.
It was introduced into the service about 12
years ago, but under modern railway prac-
tice the type is obsolete to-day. The
fact that 10 new "P1 elass locomo-
tives are to be built1 gives me the
impression that it is not the intention
of the Commissioner of Railways to intro-
duce tip-to-date express locomotives to give
better service to the State. Apparently he
considers the " P'" class type, which is used
in connection with the express trains
throughout this State, is all right. How-
ever, it is very pleasing to know that we
can build those locomotives in our own
workshops at Midland Junction. I remem-
ber when the original "P"' class engines
were imported from England, the Common-
wealth Government demanded the payment
of tens of thousands of pounds in duty.
Riepeated requests were made for the re-
lncval of that duty, hut the Comm ,nwealtli
Government were adamant, and the djuty
had to be paid. Their action had thi.s ben-
ficial. effect, that when it was decide to
p~rocure another batch of "P'1 class en-
gines, the Government decided that, in virtv
of the cost of the locomotives iii Eiglazad,
plus the duty payable, it was possible to
build the locomotives at the Midland Jiunc-
tion workshops a little cheaper than to buy
at the imported costs. I have operatted bothi
the locally constructed engine and the ini-
ported article, and I believe it is the opinioni
of 00 per cent. of drivers that bte loeally-
made product is the better machine. The
most alarming phase of the locomotive
position is disclosed in the Commissioner's
statement that 206 engines, which repre-
sent approximately 50 per cent. of the
engines in2 comiHssion at present, are show-
ing signs of wear. That is not to be wont-
dered at, seeing that the older parts of sonic
engines are as old as I m. Continually,
different parts have been replaced, and it
is liftile wonder, therefore, that signs of
wear are appearing. The Conmnissioner has
drawn attention to the fact that the iron
frames are breaking on account of deficien-
cies in the metal. Working engines that
are from 20 to 25 years of age are respon-
silel for heavy repair costs. The Commis-
sioner also draws attention to the fact that
one-third of the boilers in the engines are
over 20 years of age. I do not think the
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Commissioner, or any of the railway offi-
cials, will deny that it is recognised that
the locomotive power possessed by the
State railways is not adequate for handling
expeditiously a crop such as we had in
1929. If we had a 50,000,000-bushel crop or
wheat this year, with the reaisonlv highi
prices that are available for the commno-
dity, the locomotive power of the State would
not be capable of hauiling the wheat to the
seaboard expeditiously to that growers
could get the advantage of the high prices
ruling. I think that will he admitted.
When we are compelled to double-up loco-
miotives, particularly Olicen they are at-
taining such an age, it will mean that they
will break down in the process. The old
engines will not double-up, any more than
wre could expect a human operative to work
two or three shifts in succession. IWith re-
gard to the locomotive power section of the
railways, if we do not adopt progressive
methods and have a systemt of replacements,
we will find ourselves in the same position
as with regard to belated repairs. We shall
be up against it writh inadequate locomotive
power to carry on the services throughout
the country. There is one other matter S.
wish to deal with. I refer to accidents at
level crossings. The mnember for Swan
(Mr. Sampson) dealt wvith that miatter on
the Address-in-reply. Deplorable as tht,
loss of life has been in connection with
those accidents, so far we have been parti-
cularly lncky -with regard to fatalities. We
have been lucky in that it has only been
the unfortunate person in the road vehicle
that has been killed or mnaimied. But there
is another side to that question. I remem-
ber on onie oea~loli when working the four
o'clock passenger train out of Perth to
Fremnantle, the coaches were loaded with
children returning from school, and
with housewives wvho had concluded their
day's shopping. Going into the Cottesloc
station, we were unfortunate endiigh to hit
a large motor car at the level crossing lust
outside the flour mill. Fortunately there
was only the driver in the motor ear. We
hit the car in the middle, and it was car-
ried Mlong for 190 feet on "t, cowv-
catcher, and then it fell clear of the en-
gine. The train was travelling at approsi-
ruately 40 miles an hour. The "N" class
locomotive that hauls that type of train
is very light, and the hars of the chassis
of the motor car were strong enough to
enable it to be pushed under the cow-

ca1tcher instead of over it. If it had gone
under the enginle, the latter would
probably have been derailed, and pulled
three or four coaches loaded with
wVomlen ant ehildreni on to their ids
Trhe result m]ight have been 20 or 80
deaths instead of one. That sort of thing
will happen one of these lays, if the rig-id
enforcement of' the law is not made applic-
able to those who will endeavour to racee
trains over crossingsR. As one having had
rears of experience, I affirm that that is
usually the c!ause of level-crossing accidents.
'Motorists endeavour to race trains over the
c-rossings, and misjudge their own speed and
that of the oncoming( locomiotive. r do not
sax' that is the position in all instances, be-
c:ause, particularly where there is at double1
line of rails, a inotorist will wait uintil one
train has gone across and then accelerate to
cross thme rails, only to be hit by the other
oncoming train.

'Mr. Marshall :What about thie accident
when three lpcrsons were killed through a
car running into a stationary train at a
crossing?

Mr. STYANTTS: I would say they could
not have been maintaining a good look-out.

Mr. Mar-shall I t was a remnarkable acci-
dent.

Mr. STYANTS: There is another class of
accident that occurs at level-crossings. It
happens when the road runs parallel to the
railway. The driver or the firemian may
realise that a motor car travelling at high
speed is likely to converge at a crossing
where the train has to pass and will blow
the Whistle. Of ten the mnotorist gives 11o in-
dication that hie has beard the whistle but
proceeds on his way until with grinding
brakes he makes a flesh stop a few yards
from the rails. Very often he will nmot stop
there, but 'will race over the crossing and
IPut his fingers to his nose at the driver of
the train because lie has beaten the train to
the crossing. Thme resuilt of tho-e jl:mq;h stops
near a crossing gets the engine men into the
frame of mind that the motorist has heard
the warning and is going to make a flash
stop. So the driver does not slacken the
speed of his engine, and then perhaps after
all, the motorist attempts to cross in front of
him. As for warning signals at crossings,
it has been my experience that it does not
mnake much difference whether there is a
warning device at the crossing or not. Take,
I think it is the Mfeadow-street crossing at
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Guildford. Accidents have been juist ats
frequent at that crossing since the installa-
tion of those wvarning signals as they were
previously. 'When working on the subur-
ban service I have sounded the whistle at
that crossing, yet motor cars have rushed
across just i front of mec. Wherever aI
(langer signal is installed at a crossing, any)
man who crosses during the time that signal
is showing danger, ought to be prosecuted
with all the rigour of the law; because not
only is there a danger to himself and the
danger of valuable property being brokent
up, but anything in tile nature of a crossing
accident has a most adverse result on the
engine men. I have known three engine
drivers who, as the result of accidents at
crossings have been quite unable to continue
at their work. At.the notorious Madding-
ton crossing in consequence of an accident,
a man had to be taken off the footplate and
given other wyork, for he could no longer
continue driving. Many people imply that
engine drivers do not attempt to avoid these
accidents. If there is anything that is a
nightmare to the locomotive men, it is the
possibility of running into a vehicile at a
crossing-. Those People who pass over a
crossing- while the automatic signal is show-
ing danger should be prosecuted, even
though no accident results. As for the rail-
way system generally, I do not con-
sider that the authorities are keep-
ing pace with the motor traftice IIn
imuprovements, especially in point of quick
transport of passenger traffic. Looking hack
15 or 20 years to the service provided by
motor transport and also that provided by
rail transport, we find that whilst the motor
transport bas improved 1.00 per cent, or
more, the railway transport hns improved
little or nothing at all, so far as the comfort
of passeng-ers is concerned, nor in the
matter of getting those passengers quickly
to their destination. We hear the same old
complaint about the accommodation for
second-class passengers and about the slow
speed of the trains. It is to the second-class
lpassengers in the future that we shall have
to look for revenue fromt passenger traffic;
because those who travel first class in rail-
way trains will be able -to buy motor ears
for themselves. If we were to have two or
three good seasons for the farmers we should
have a repetition of what took place some
years ago, as was told me by an es-Com-
missioner of Railways. A number of farm-
ers came down from their districts in motor

cars and went as a deputation to that oflicer
asking that rates for their products be re-
duced. I am sure that the next time we have
two or three good seasons we shall have a
repetition of that episode. So it is really
to the second-class passengers that we have
to look for revenue from the passenger
section. One of the main complaints is ther
slow travelling of trains. If one were to ask
the average person in the community what
was the cause of slew trains in this State,
that person would immediately say the
narrowv gauge of the line. I am not prepared
to subscribe to that. I would say it is a dis-
advantage, but -that other countries with lte
same gauge as ours, particularly Java, South
Africa and Japan, are running speeds much.
higher than we run in Western Australia.
WVe have engine men capable of rumning-
faster speeds provided we keep the road bed
in order and provide modern locomotives and
coaches with correct springing, so that they
wvill keep) on the road. I have here three or
four instances showing, that what I say is
correct. InI Java, fromt Batavia to Soura-
haya, on a 3ft. Gin. track they run 512 miles
in 12 hours 20 minutes or an average of
41 /_ miles per hour. There are, 12 stops and
they reach an altitude of 1,614 feet, Then
there is the non-stop WNelteverden Ltd. front
Batavia to Charihon, a distance of 13. 1A1
miles. East bound the train takes 171 win-
tites and west bound 172 minutes or an aver-
age of about 47 miles per hour. This also is
on the 8fth O in. gauge. Fromt Sorrakata I&
Madmjen, adisanice of 60.8 miles, the time
occupied is 77 minutes or an average of
47.4 miles per hour. It is a 300 ton train
with six cars and a. dining car. The engine
is a 2-cylinder simple and a 4-cylinder
compound. To South Africa, where the
gauge is the same, the trip from Cape-
town to Johannesburg, a distance of
t956 miles, occupies only 30 hours, or an
average of 312 miles per hour. The grade is
one in 40. In Japan a run of 374 miles
fromt Tokio occupies 8 hours 55 min-
tes in one direction, and 9 hours in:
another, or an average of 41; hours.
All this praoves that it is not altogether
the narrow gauge that makes our trains
slow, but rather the fact that we are not
keeping abreast of modern conditions in
locomotives and coaches. One of the things
that will hatre to be rectified if we decide
upon running faster trains-which of
course we shall have to do if the railways
are to continue to have protection f romn
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road transport-is that the department will
have to modernise their system, and it will
he up to the House to see that the Commis-
.sioner is given the necessary finance to get
up-to-date rolling stock and locomotives
to modernise his railways. One of the
-things we shall have to deal with will be
the matter of putting the road bed in
:suitable condition. A few years ago the
-departnment reduced the number of men in
the perinnnct way branch and increased the
length of line that the remaining men had
to look after. Consequently the condition
of the road bed suffered. If we are to
run faster trains, sufficient men Wvill have
to be put on to keep the road bed in proper
order. Fromi Kalgoorlie to Northamn we
have rails -weighing 80 lbs. to the yard.
'That is quite sufficient to run these fast
trains over, but fromi the other side of
Northern to Kalgoorlie the rails are only
-of 60 lbs. to the yard, which is not saf-
ficiently heavy for fast trains. A set-
'back against the running of fast trains is
the unsuitability of our locomotives, and
the small capacity of our tenders. The
feature of the tender is that if you are
goig to run long distance express trains,
-non stop, you require to have the coal-
,carrying capacity and the water-carrying
capacity to enable them to run those long
,distances without stopping; and on expres
trains you must not he stopping at every
-wayside station, or even at every 70 o)r
'80 miles to take on wvater. I have noted
this Silver Jubilee engine, which has cre-
-ated records in England, and I took care
-to find &ut what load locomotives of that
type were pulling. I find that the Silver
Jubilee engine, weighing 165 tons, Lmlds
a load of 26.3 tons. That is one of the
-principal reasons why the express trains
in this State are so slow, namely because
the engine is loaded up to full hauling
capacity instead of giving it a fair margin
-so that it could negotiate the bills at a
reasonably fast speed. Those engines, -which
have a haulage capacity of .380 ton,,
-are loaded uip to 335 tons, with the result
that the engine necessarily slows down on
a hill because it is so heavily loaded, and
-so has to travel at an excessive speed once
it is over the lill. The Silver Jubilee
hauils. a load of only 163 tons, whereas tbey
put 335 tons on to our engines here. So
members will see that is one of the canses
of slow trains.

[31r. Withers took the Ohair.3

'Mr. Marshall: Then there are the gradeIS
Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but our grades be-

tween Northam and Kalgoorlie are not par-
ticularly steep. If the department reduced
that load say by three corridor coaches it
would be possible to go up the hills at 35
wiles an hour, and a fairly fast speed would
be uvaintwuined. It has been significant that
whenever there has been an improvement in
the locomotives, Which undoubtedly did
take place when the "P" class engines'were
put on the express, that instead of giving a
faIster -service to the public, the department
increased the load and consequently
travelled at the seine old pace. Actually the
Kalgoorlie express now takes longer to do
the journey than it did 25 years ago. The
department,' iiisteiAd of giving the public the
beniefit of a faster service, continue to in-
ecase the load and keep the pace down.
Another mnatter of importance to Kalgoorlie
is the irregularity in the arrival of the
trains ex-Perth. All inland towns as 'we
know, dependl almost entirely upon railway
transport for their supplies, and when
trains are continually arriving late, as thd
Kalgoorlie express does, the whole business
of the town is disorganised. The Commis-
sioner received a deputation from the local
governing bodies at Kalgoorlie and he pro-
mised that when the broad gauge was put
through from Red Hill to Port Pirie and
fri-cn Port Pirie to Port Augusta, he would
run two trains out of Kalgoorlie. There is
another matter which I comnmend to the
M1inister for his consideration. When the
mners Were compelled to take their rotation
holidays the Rxlway Department decided
to grant excursion fares irrespective of
whether the holidays. came within the period
usually set out as the holiday period. That
is quite righit, hut I suiggest that it is of
very little use a man t~kiug his wife and
family away from the congenial climate of
the goldfields during the winter months, and
that instead, the privilege should be ex-
tended to all workers on the goldfields areas
because it has to be remembered that very
ofteni the difference between excursion fares
and ordinary fares for a juan his wife and
two children, nieais a considerable item.
Thus the department would lose revenue and
the workers of the goldlfields would be denied
a boon. I wish also to deal with the matter
of unfair competition with the railways by
road transport which took place a. few years
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ago. The public generally are prepared
to permit the railways and tramways to
open up and develop a district to a
certain point. Then private enterprise
comes into the picture, and through their
relpresentative it is urged that if the railway
or tramway is not to be actually scrapped,
at any rate they shall not have preferential
treatment a- far as the transport of goods
and passengers is concerned. I agree that
if -any more suitable form of transport could
be evolved, the railways would have to go
by the board. When I say a suitable method
of transport I mean a method that is pre-
pared to and can deal with al classes of
freight offering. But all private enter.
prise seems to be able to do is to
pirate the high freight and leave the
low freight for the railways to handle.
Not only does this apply to road
transport, but it is even extended to air
transport. It cost the taxpayers of Aus-
tralia something over £7,000,000 to provide
the trans-Australidn railway, to link up the
railway systems of the other States with
ours; yet we find, just a few years after
the opening of that railw~y, that the Federal
Government heavily subsidised an air trans-
lport service for the purpose of competing
wvith that railway. I wish to read a few
retmorks made biy the Federal Auditor-
General in connection with that particular
matter. lie was dealing with the subsidy
granted by the Federal Government amount-
ing to £39,660 per annum. This is what lie
had to lay-

''The amount of subsidy earned by the corn-
pon~y, based on the total weight of mail carried
for the year at the prescribed rate of 12s. 8d.
per lb.. was £10,711, while the amount of sub-
sidy actually paid to the comlpanly on the muli-
mum guarantee of 600 lb,. (the average was
actually 157 lb.) or La38) per trip, was £39,j60,equal to £2 6s. 10d. per lb. of matil matter car-
ried. Against this charge, the air mail fees re-
ceived amounted to £6,379, or 7s. 6d. per lb.
The act cost to the Commuonwealth was, there-
fore, £ 1l9s. 4d. for each pound of mail mat-
ter carried-an increase of 3s. per lb. on the
cost for the preceding year.

On these figures, -the people of Australia pay
in hard cash £640 for 0,el, weekly return trip
between Perth and Adelaide. The arrangement
should 1)0 eminently satisfactory to the corn-
Jany, 'but the taxpayers mair well consider
whether they are getting an adeqluate return for
their moev.

If we apply that to each letter which was
carried between Perth and Adelaide we find
that the cost of each letter transported by
air came to 2s. 5/ 2d. If we apply it only

to the passengers carried by air inl compe-
tition with the Commonwealth Railways we-
find that the subsidy worked out at £38 for
every £12 fare carried. And it is wondered
why we are in debt! The main factor to
be taken into consideration is the value of'
the commodity' , when computing freight
rates and so it was necessary that
the higher freights had to be protected. It
was in the protection of those higher freights,
so far as the railways were concerned, that
Parliament became the butt of very severe-
nod adverse criticism. But it has to be re-

membered that motor transport will only-
compete for the higher freight. Parliament
therefore bad to take action to see that the
unfair competition was not allowed to con-
tinue. The average haulage cost on the rail-
way' s is 1.72d. per mile, as shown in the-
Commissioner's report. It is an absolute im-
possibility for road transport to compete
against that charge. -Motor transport would
not compete, but they were runining from
Perth to Kalgoorlie, and they took good care
to get all the -high priced freights such as
tea, tobacco, butter, etc. Consequently the
railways had no chance against such tactics.
The member for Swan unknowingly or per-
haps unintentionally gave a very clear in-
stance of this type of unfair competition
when dealing with the matter of exteasion
of a train from Glen Forrest to -Mundaring
for the purpose of carrying school children.
We know fairly well that school children
cardied for educational purposes are trans-
.ported free of cost by the railways.

Mr. Sampson: That is not the only con-
sideration.

Mr. STYANT.S: That was the considera-
tion put up by the hon. member when the
school children were left stranded at Glen
Forrest. Years ago when working the
subur-ban traffic between Perth and Fre-
mantle I saw children in the train travelling
free of cost to and from school waving to
their parents who had done their shopping
in Perth and were patronising the buses to
return home. The railways arc obliged to
give free service, If there is anything that
has to be done without remuneration the
railways have to do it. I am not complain-
Jag about that; I am not saying that private
enterprise should have to provide free
freight, say for old age pensioners. Al we
wvant is fair treatment. The railvrays should
not he called upon to give all free services,
allowing private enterprise to come in and
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take the payable freight. Following certain
quiestions wichl I asked earlier in the session
as to overtime worked by enagine-drivers and
firemen, I wish to deal with the answers I
received] and the position they reveal. The
Engine-drivers, Firemen, and Cleaniers'
Union lias repeatedly protested against the
long hours members are required to be on
Auty in one stretch, and ag-ainst the amounit
-of overtime they arc called on to work. The
answer given me as to overtime worked for
the six months from November, 19315, to
April, 1936, was 42,976 hours. That means at
colossal flgui-e to be paid in overtime for
ix months. At 44 hours per week it means

i976 weeks' full work. It would provide era-
ployment for 38 men on full timie ovr the
period of six months. However, that fig-ure
referred to the busy period of the year; and
to set out the position fairly, I asked fora
return covering a full 12 months. For the
six months the inoney expended rnunted
to £E7,900 for the 42,976 hours. That sum
would p)rovide work for SO-odd cleaners on
the basic wage and on full time. For the
12 months there were 68,432 hours overtime
worked, representing 1565 weeks of -4 hours.
This would employ 30 men on full time for
that period. It would also provide work for
70 cleaners at the basic wage. Thle disc~rep-
ancy between the number of ina employed
on the time and the number who would have
been provided with work for £13,100 over
the 12 months is accounted for by the fact
that overtime is paid for at much higher
rates to firemen and drivers than the basic
wage. In addition, overtime is paid for at
penalty rates, rising in some instances as
high as double the ordinary rates. Over the
]2 months there would have been sufficient
overtime worked to provide 30 mcii on full]
time, and work for 70 cleaners on the basic
wvage. Some cleaners receive less than, the
1)asic wage, and adult cleaners get 6d. per
day over the ordinary rate, It w'ill be
noticed, too, that in the answers given me
the under-time men had wvorked in that de-
partment was stated. Under-time does not
in this instance have any application what-
ever. Thder-thne does apply as regards
penalty for overtime and appointment to
permanent grades. The departmental officials
hare been so used to pulling out this old
stalking-horse that they have not examined
the position thoroughly enough to see that
it has no app~lication whatever. The prin-
cipal reason why under-time is worked is

that men are at out-stations in isolated- dis-
tricts. There is not sufficient train service
wvorking, to provide full-time for them, and
they are so far away from a depot where
work would be available that it would cost
mlore to bring them in thain the advantage
represented by working them full time.
However, that is incidental to the working
of railways and caninot be avoided. It would
be possible, however, to cut out at least 75
per cent, of the overtime which is being
worked, and concerning which there is such
bitter complaint by the union. Another rea-
son why under-time results in this bzrnch
of the service is that the (departmnent lays
down that special men shall do special classes
of work. Special classes of work probably
are not available to enable those men to ge~t
in their full time. For example, the men
working the express from Kalgoorlie to
Southern Cross arm usually the senior driver
and a fireman with a driver's certificate.
The time they are away from their home
stations, sometimnes as much as tvo days,
dloes not invariably pennit them 'to got in
the full 44 hours. They average only about
38 hours, and consequently undertimne is
shown against 6them. Another point is the
number of occasions on which men engaged
in this class of service are kept on duty -in
excess of nine hours in one stretch. The
answer I received was that this had
occurred 23,164 times in the year. On
23,164 occasions the men had been kept on
dutty for periods exceeding nine hours. If
there is one class of work in connection with
which it is necessary to see that men are not
kept on for excessive periods of duty, it is
locomotive work. That work is 'highly re-
sponsible. The men toil in a heated atmos-
pherie. They are engaged in an occupation
demanding constant vigilance. In the Kal-
goorlie district and on the Norseman line
there have been numerous eases of men
being rostered up with the full knowledge
that they w~ould he kept at work for 12 and
14 hours. This has been, the subject of bit-
ter complaint. A request has been made
that additional cleaners shall be put on to
ensure that such overtime is not
worked. The men do not want overtime.
It is against the policy of their associa-
tion. They claim that if there is sufficient
work to provide overtime, extra men should
be put on and thus provide relief.

Hon, C. G. Latham: It is pretty difficult
occeasionally' to avoid overtime as regards
the running staff.
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Mr. STYANTS; To an extent it is diffi-
cult, bitt much of the overtime could be
cut out. It could be reduced to a mini-
mum, which would represent nothing like
the present amount of overtime. Another
question I asked was as to the number of
hours cleaning of locomotives had occupied
during the six months from November,
1935, to April, 1936. The answer was 1.6
hours per day per locomotive, or an aver-
age for the 12 months of 2.3 hours. Some
years ago with the mutual consent of the
Railway Department and the Enginedriv-
ers' Union a board was appointed, compris-
ing- representatives of the department and
of the union, to travel around and make
inquiries as to what they considered the
necessary number of hours per day to be
put in on each locomotive. As the result
of exhaustive inquiries, the board recom-
miended that sufficient cleaners should be
employed to provide four hours' cleaning
for a locomotive during the busy period,
and six hours' cleaning during the slack
period of the year. The department have
honoured the board's recomrmendation by
getting the time down to 1.6 hours per
locomotive for six months of the year, or
an average of 2.3 hours over the 12 months.
The result is that Western Australia has
the unenviable reputation of possessing the
filthiest locomotives operating in Austra-
lia. I say that advisedly. I have been
through every State of the Commonwealth,
and I have not seen elsewhere engines in
such a filthy and neglected condition as
our eniginles.

Mr. Sampson: Have you been on the
railway that runs into Darwin?

_Mr. STYANTS: No. In any case, that
is not a railway. Probably had I had the
same opportunity as the hion. member
to inspect the railway, I would have
availed myself of it. However, I was
not lucky enctugh to get an invitation from
the Governor General. I invite any
lion, member to verify my statements by
going to the Perth station when one of
the principal country passenger trains is
about to leave. Let him have a look at
the coaches, which are cleaned up, polished,
and washed in the carriage shed every day;
and then let him have a look at the loco-
motive. The Commissioner of Railways
has spent many thousands of pounds in
beautifying the approaches to Perth sta-
tion with lovely gardens, which provide a
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nice background. However, the locomotive
probably has not had a patch of waste put
on it to clean it for six months at a stretch.
Lumps of grease as big as duck eggs will be
dropping off the locomotive. One wonders
whether the cleaning of engines has becomeo
a thing of the past. Again looking at the
locomotive, one can see the smokebox under
the funnel encrusted with rust-not a
patch of grease, tallow, or oil put on it
for weeks. Dirty boilers and dirty ten-
ders that have not been cleaned for months.
In this State there are depots--Collie and
Kalgoorlie are two instances-where there
has been little or no cleaning done for the
last three months. In under-carriages,
springs, and compensating beams it is diffi-
cult for a driver to detect any defect on
account of the quantity of grease and dirt
encrusted on the underframe of the loco-
motive. Undoubtedly some of ours are the
dirtiest engines operating in Australia.
And that is not the most serious aspect of
the shortage of cleaners and the shortage
of labour in the loomotive branch. I
propose to outline to the Committee exactly
wvhat is the position that has existed for
a considerable time by reason of shortage
of staff. It is on record that trainis have
had to be cancelled because there has not
been sufficient staff in the locomotive
branch to cope successfully with the do-
mand for haulage of freight. The most
serious aspect of all is the using of un-
trained men in responsible positioni oil the
footplate. Under an Act of Parliament it
is not permissible to use a cleaner under
21 years of age on main lines as a fireman:
but under the Railways Act the Commis-
sioner has discretion to do that if he con-
siders the juan sufficiently qualified. The
Enginedrivers' Union do not object to a
cleaner being sent out as a fireman if he
is tinder 21 years of age, because, after
all, lie starts cleaning at the age of IS.
What the union does ask is that the cleaner
shall be given a reasonable amount of
training as a fireman before he is sent out
on the footplate. That has not been the
case, due to the shortage of cleaners started
in the locomotive service.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Surely he would
have to go out before he could be trained?

Mir. STVrANTS: No. There is on record
the ease of ai call boy, meaning one who
goes a round and wakes the men up in the
morning- and tells them the time they have
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to go to work. As a result of three or four
years around the loco. shed, lie acquires a
certain knowledge from going round with
the cleaner as to how to put the injector
on, to put water in the boiler, and so on.
It has been the customn that the call boy at
18 years goes gleaning, and more than
once the very first day lie has -been
utilised as a clanmer he has been
placed in charge of locomotive boilers worth
thousands of pounds. It is on record that
as a result of putting thesm inexperienced
boys in charge, serious damage has been
done to the locomotives. The Enginedrivers'
Union has constantly brought this matter
under the notice of the Commissioner f or
Railways and the former Minister for Rail-
ways, who is now the Premier. It has been
point ,ed out that it is unfair to these boys
to put them out after three or four months'
experience as cleaners without understand-
ing the method of firing or the signalling of
the railway system. The department puts
them out because they know the driver will
take the responsibility, but it is an unfair
imposition to put untrained youths out with
a driver on a suburbain service. It is un-
fair to put them out onl any type of service.
This has been going onl for two or three
years. If more cleaners were put on, it
would undoubtedly reduce the amount of
overtime being worked and would provide
the men with at least a ieasonable amount
of training over a period of seven, eight or
nine months. They would then qualify for
their firemnen's certificates upon securing,
which they would be placed as firemen on
shunting en~gines. There would be firemen
with engine-drivers' qualificakions, and if.
there were sufficient of these. two grades, at
least 75 per cent, of the overtime worked
would be obviated. Mlen would be available
for firing who would at least have had a
reasonable amount of training for footplate
work. It would result in engines being kept
clean and wvould restore the euginemen's
pride in the machines they haive to operate.
After all, human nature being what it is,
if men are put onl to filthy loeomnotives they
are not going to take any pride in the care
of those enine is. It is just the same with
al housewife. If she is given a clean home
she will take a greater pride in it than if
she wvere taken to ain old dilapidated cottage
which required her whole concentration and
the expenditure of a considerable amount of
work in bringing it near the mark. It
would also-and this is anl important point

-11e carrying out the Government's policy
of providing work for the youth of th
State. I know quite well, as a Labour canidi-
date onl the hustings last February, that this
wvas one of the matters stressed as being
part of the policy of the Labour Party-the
finding of work for the youth of the State.
I am forced to the unpalatable conclusion,
however, that these youths who could be put
onl as cleaners at 18, are in the unfortunate
ealtegory of those not taken into considera-
tion by the Government because after a
boy reaches the age of 14, unless he con-
tinues at school, he is not entitled to anly
assistance. The policy of the Government
is that while they did care for him until
he was .14 by providing an equivalent of
7s. a week towards his keep, after 14 he is
not entitled to anything and does not be-
come a ehialrge on the Government again
until after he becomes 21. If the Govern-
ment are sincere-and I am sure they arc
sincere-in their desire to find work for the
youth of the State, here is a wonderful
opportunity. The employment of extra
cleaners would provide work for 70 or SO
youths, wvork wvhich would be lpermnent.
The amount of money spent on training
them would be recouped in later years by
the State, and consequently they would
beeome an asset. I caiunot believe the Mini-
ister will tolerate these conditions for any
great length of time. I am certain the
Minister does not agree with the practice
of placing untrained youths in responsible
p)ositionls on the footplate. I anu satisfied
that he is not favonrable to the placing of
unskilled youths in charge of locomotive
boilers without their possessing the neces-
sary qualifications which, of course, can
only be acquired by their having realonable
training before being called upon to sit for
.9 fireman's examination. I am satisfied that
[he new Minister for Railways will not be
favourable to paiying large sums of money
in overtime while hundreds of youths are
unemployed, and that he will not care to be
charged with having- the filthiest engines oper-
ating in the Commonwealth. I am sure he
will not approve of the working of loco-
motive men, or any other section of men,
in shifts of 12 to 14 hours a day, as has
been the case on many occasions during
the last three or four 'years owing to the
shortage of staff iii the department.

[Mr. Sleeman resuined 1he Chair.]
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The last matter with which I wish to deal
is that mentioned by the member for Perth
earlier in the evening, namely superannua-
tion for Government employees, not only for
railway men bitt a superannuation scheme
which would call upon industry on the one
hland and the employees on the other to
make provision for them when they reach
the retiring age of 65, or earlier if they
s;hould -become incapacitated. I was sur-
prised 'to find at a conference inl
Adelaide inst year, that the only two States
in Australia where superannuation is not
piovided for Government employees reach-
ig- the retiring agre were the two States
where Labour Governments are mostly in
power, namely Queensland and Western
Australia. queensland did have a super-
animation scheme on trial, but on account
of the contributions being prohibitive, at the
men's own request the fund was discontinued
after a trial of five years, and most of the
money was refunded to those who had paid
in. New South Wales has a very fine scheme,
subsidised by the Government, and contri-
buted to by the men. Victoria has practically
the Commonwealth Civil Service super-
annuation scheme, and South Australia has
a very fine scheme. Tasmania has niot
actually a superannuation scheme, but that
State has a gratuity scheme under which a
manl, on reaching the retiring age, rec~ives
the equivalent of one weeks wages for each
completed year of service he has given. The
Commonwealth railways employees also have
the Civil Service superannuation scheme ap-
plied to them. I was considerably aston-
ished to find Western Australia and Queens-
land were the only two States which did
not possess a superannuation scheme for
Government emnployees. There is an anoma-
lous position created in the Government ser-
vice, particularly as far as railways are con-
cerned. I think it was the 1897 Pensions
Act, or the 1887 Pensions Act, which pro-
vided that anyone in an established capacity
was entitled to a pension upon reaching the
retiring age, but a subsequent Act did away
with the provisions of that Act and provided
that anyone joining the service after 1905,
or not being on the salaried staff, which was
considered to be an established capacity
prior to 1905, was not entitled to a pension.
This is the position which operates in a very
important office in the Government railways
to-day-the office of the superintendent
of locomotive runining. The manl in
charge of that-the highest official in the

transport service of the locomotive depart-
macat in this State-because he was not on
the salaried staff prior to 1905 being at that
time a locomotive driver, a wages mati-is
not entitled to a pension. By ability and
experience he has risen to the highest posi-
tion in the locomotive service in this State,
hut he is not entitled to a pension. Yet his
clerk in the office, in a subordinate position,
drawing probably a third of his salary, is
entitled to a pension because he was on the
salaried staff prior to 1905. That is not con-
ducive to contentment as far as the service
is concerned. I believe, and most honl. muem-
bers will agree, it is necessary and desirable
that there should be a fund of some kind
in operation to provide for those men who
have given a life-long service to any Gov-ern-
meat department; I would go further and
'say that such a fund should he provided
for all classes of workers, bitt as we do not
control the outside employees, I will con-
fine my remarks to -Government employees.
A scheme should be in operation which is
contributed to by the em-ployee on the one
hand and the industry on the other hand to
make provision for the manl on reaching the
retiring age, or before if he becomes dis-
abled or unable on account of continued
illness to follow his occupation. It is
almost impossible for a man on the
basic wage or anywhere within a rea-
sonable margin of the basic wage to
save sufficient money to provide for
himself and probably his wife, when he
reaches 'the age of 65 years. It is almost
impossible for him to provide sufficient. to
live onl in comfort. Consequently there
should be some scheme in operation to compel
himi and the industry to provide for his old
age. It must be remembered that as far as
the Government service is concerned a man
is not allowed to add to his income by fob-
lowing- any other remunerative occupation
outside his particular job in the Government
Service. I know a man who was playing
an instrument in anl orchestra and was told
by the Commissioner that he would have to
discontinue because it was against the
policy of the Government. Consequently,
when the department lay down a stringent
regulation of that kind, it is our duty to see
that provision is made for the men to come
under a contributory scheme. The men are
quite willing to contribute their quota; they
do not wvant the industry to provide all the
cost, but they claim that they should he
brought into line with the conditions en-
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joyed by Government servants in almost
every other State of the Commonwealth. I
am afraid I have detained the Committee
rather unduly, bait most of my observations
have been to the point, and I hope that the
Minister will look into the matter affecting
the cleaning, staff and ensure that reason-

abepoiion is made in future for experi-
eneed men on footplate wvork.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [9.46] :From
time to time I have passed sonic strictures
on the railway management, but those have
been mostly confined to matters iii the dis-
trict with which I ami associated. Havilng
listened to the few casual renmarks by the
member for Kalgoorlic on what nigh~t be
termed the pet of' thme Railway Department,
namely the Kalgoorlie express, all I can
say is that if those are the conditions pre-
vailing, members canl easily imagine what
the conditions are like onl thme Great Souternx
line where we do not receive quite the same
amount of attention. I thank thme Commis-
sioner of Railways for having givenm atten-
tion to certain matters I brought under his
notice, particularly to secure a more careful
oversight of the stock, especially sheep,
transported to the fat stock market. Dnr-
ing the winter months great losses were oc-
casioned to owners in the Great Southern
districts through sheep getting dowvn during
the rilway journey. In ninny instances the
loss was as high as 10s. per heoad. When
this niatter was brought under the notice of
the Commissioner attention wvas given to it
and the losses have been diminished. I was
glad to observe in the Commissioner's re-
port that a number of new sheep trucks are
to ho constructed this year. Provision is
made for the construction of 25. Stock
owners wvill be pleased to know thatt, anjd I
hope the policy will ho continued and that
more of those trucks Mill be made available.
I wish to correct the member for Kalgoorlie
in a reference he made to the unfair conm-
petition to which the railways are subjected.
He gave as the reason that motor traffic had
picked out the eyes of the businmess and left
the rest to the Railway Department. The
sole reasons for the development of motor
competition with the railwvays were, firstly,
the excessive freight charged by the rail-
ways; secondly, the extraordinarily heavy
breakages on the railways, and, thirdly, the
general inconvenience of the system.

Mr. Styanits: Whom do you blame for the
break ages?

Mr. SEWARD: The officials. Eggs siz-
fered particularly. It was impossible to
sends eggs by railway without sustaining
heavy breakages, but they could be sent by
motor lorry without any breakages at all.
The competition of the motors certainly put
the railwvay officials onl their mettle, and we
got a better service, but since the Transport
Act came into operation and the competition
has been removed, the railways have fallen
into their old ways. If a p~roducer takes his
goods into the department, he can get themt
onl the train, but hie has to submit to a great
deal of inconvenience to do so. The Minis-
ter, in introducing his Estimates, made cer-
tain remarks about improvements to the pas-
senger service. He spoke of the air-condi-
tioning of railway coaches. I do not attach
great importance to that in a -State like
Western Australia. Our trains cover long
distances and serve a sparse population, and
I do not think it canl reasonably be expected
that the service in this State can be brought
up to the standard that exists in the more
thickly populated Eastern States. Still,
there are many other improvements that
could he made especially in the running of
our trains. The member for Kalgoorlie
mentioned the speed travelled by narrow-
gauge trains in other places, but there is an-
other way in which the train journeys could
be expedited and that is by elriinating or
reducing the number of stoppages onl long
.journeys. On many occasions I have left
Pingelly 115 miles from Perth, an hour be-
hind schedule time and the train has ar-
rived in Perth onl time.. The other day we
were held up at Spencer's Brook for 50
minutes, and leaving there 55 Y5 liutes late,
we got into Perth on time. I do not think
the time was made upl by accelerating thle
speed; it was done by reducing the nutmber
of stoppages. The train pulled up where
required, the work was done expeditiously
and the train got away again without undue
(lelay. If that practice were generally ob-
served, I believe more people would he enl-
couraged to patronise the trains. Last year
the Commissioner introduced a new train onl
the Great Southern line, which arrives at, 5
minutes past 9 instead of 10 minutes to 11.
The train leaves at 20 minutes to 5 instead
of at 4 o'clock. Unfortunately, that train is
run on only one day a week and I should
like to see it run on other days. It gives
people a longer day and less time is occupied
on the journey. Reference has been made
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by the members for Kalgoorlie and Bevei-ley,
to railway refreshment rooms. When the
Minister was speaking about the dining cars,
the member for Murchison indicated] a pre-
ference for refreshment rooms at the sta-
tions. I am not particularly concernedl
whether the system of refreshment rooms or
dining cams is adopted, though I prefer the
cars because their use expedites the running
of the trains. However, it is high time that
the department did something to improve
the refreshment accommodation on the Great
Southern line. Onl a short run from Perth
to Narrogin there are no fewer than five
stoppages for refreshments, namely at Chid-
lows, Spencer's Brook, York, Beverley and]
Narrogin.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do not cut out York.
Mr. 'SEWARD: All those stoppages for

refreshments should not be necessary.
People should be able to get wvhatever re-
freshmeonts they need before they board the
train and, with fewer stoppages, tile timec oc-
cupied on the journey should be reduced.
We had a ref reshmnent ear on that line years
ago. If it were put onl again and properly
conducted, it would be an inducement fo r
people to patronise the trains. Catering
for patrons of dining cars can be done just
as well here as anywhere else. When I re-
turned from the war in 1919 aind travelled
over the Trans. line with sonmc people who
had not previously visited Western Austra-
lia, they were unanimous in the opinion that
the lbest meal they had had since leaviin
Melbourne was on the Kalgoorlie express.
It was not a pretentious meal and there was
not a big selection of joints, but the food
was wvell-cooked and ivell-served, ad it
showved that the Western Australian authori-
ties could put onl a good meal if! they took
pains to do so. If dining ears were put onl
the long distance trains to Alban 'y and( somle
of the stoppages were cut out, people would
lhe induced to patronise the trains. The
Minister, when speaking at few nights ago on
tile Fair Rents Bill, said there were some
landlords who would sooner see their houses
empty than accept a reduced rent for them.
That was a very apt statement, and I ani
going to apply it to his sleeping ears. A
sleeping car is run on the Great Southern
line, and I venture to say it runs empty for
three-quarters of the year. I have sug-
gested to the Commissioner of Railways that
lie should reduce the charge for a, sleeper
per head from 15s. to say 10s. or 7s. 6d.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: It is 10s. on the Mid-
land line.

Mr. SEWARD: And, I think, on the Bun-
bury line. The Commissioner's objection
was that he might have to reduce the charge
f or sleepers onl other lines, but to run the
coach practically empty is ridiculous. The
wear and tear on ain empty ear is greater
than onl a car which is nearly full. It is a
good sleeping car', quite in keeping with those
used in the Eastern States, bitt it would be
mnuch preferable to. reduce the charge and
have the car fill[ than to run it empty as
at present." The Minister shoul inquire
whether the charge cannot be reduced. While
it m]ight be possible to get 15ls, for a sleeper
on the journey from Per-th to Kalgoorlie,
it is unreasonable to ask a passenger joining
the train at Narrogin at 3 cam, to pay 15s.
extra for a sleeper for a journey of eight
hours. Many people will not l)ay it, and
mnany others in these times cannot afford it.
To provide facilities for people to travel is
not much use if they cannot pay the charge
imposed. Let me say a. word or two in reply
to the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie. He
said that the Leader of the Opposition had
attacked the Government because they pro-
posed to run trolley buses to Claremont. The
motive of the attack by the Opposition was
that there were more important needs at
prlesenit on which the £84,000 eould be spent.
That was the gravamnen of the attack and not
that trolley buses were unsatisfactory or un-
necessary 'to serve certain suburbs. I hope
the Minister will take action to expedite the
running of long-distance trains and to en-
sure that better refreshment provision is
made. I canl bear out what the miember for
Kalgoorlie said reg-arding the fruit sup-
plied onl refreshment stations. It is a dis-
grTace to Western Australia. When I was in
London I was sp)eaking to a ml who ex-
pressed the intenltion to take upl land in
Werstern, Australia because he was of opinion
that we could grow fruit of very high
quality. Ask th ie fruit displayed even on
the Perth railway station, well , one could
get better quality from the harrows 'in -the.
street. It is wrong that fruit of poor quality
should be displayed on the refreshment
stations. People coming fronm the Eastern
States see the fruit of poor quality displayed
at Chidlows and Spencer's Brook and it
creates a bad impression. When tenders are
let for refreshment mooms there should be a
stipulation that good quality fruit should be
stocked.
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Air. Marshall: The station refreshment
rooms should not be let at all.

Mr. SEWARD: There is room for a dif-
ference of opinion on that point.

The Minister for Alines: Whether the re-
freshmnent rooms are let or run privatel]
you could not buy the good fruit to din1 -
play there. You cannot buy it in Perth.
The quality of the fruit sold in Perth is
disgraceful.

Mr. SEWARD: Let the Minister make
no error about that. I can take him to a
shop in Perth where lie can get some of
the finest fruit to he obtained in Australia.
It is obtainable if one is prepared to pay
the price for it, but apparently refresh-
ment room tenclerers will not pay for cle-
cent fruit. Members might ask how this
sort of thing can be prevented. In the
Eastern States the railway passenger is
supplied in the railway guide with a sample
of the menus and, according to the classi-
fication. of the refreshment room, so is the
menu shown in the timec-table. There is
no question about the proper class of food
being supplied, there.

MR. SAMPSON (Swvan) [10.0] I thank
the Minister for the very informative reply
be gave to my question dealing with elc-
trical extensibins. During the past five
years approximately £C170,000 has been
made by the Government Electricity
Supply. I wvas interested to hear the com'-
ments passed u~pon the agreement between
the Government and the Perth City Coun-
cil, under which the selling price to the
latter is fixed at .7-54. per unit. If this
agreement had not been in existence the
position of the department would he much
worse than it is. The fact that the City
Council purchases such a huge quantity of
current helps to meet the adminis-
trative expenses of the department. 'It
provides a striking comparison with
the Government Electricity Supply
in that in the territory cvrd
by the City Council it does indeed supply
current. This provides an example to 0ov-
ernments who, for many years, have been
exceedingly slow in respect to this mat-
ter. It has been said for some years that
the power station has been at the peak
of its generating capacity. That has led
to the wool being pulled over the eyes of
Ministers and members throughout that
time.

Mr. Hegney: Speak for yourself.
Mr. SAMPSON: The wool has most

effectively -been pulled over the eyes of the
hon. member, and other members, by the
statement that the East Perth power sta-
tion was at its peak. We know that is
not at true statement, because the City Coun-
cil has nearly doubled its p~urces of
current in the last few years compared
with what it took in 1029. 1 hope the ques-
tion of the varying phases of current will
lie taken into consideration. It is wrong
that there should beo one phase for Perth
and other phases for Toodyny, Northam,
Y.%ork and other country generating sta-
lions. A uniform standard should lie
adopted. I would be exceedingly surprised
to learn that the Government powver station
was even 31ow equIi pped with modern plant.
There was an implication that the Perth
City Council had put one over the Govern-
ineat when it made its agreement.

Mr. Warner: It was clue to the business
acumen of the Cityv Council.

Mr. SAM.PSON: The agreement was not
an unfair one. If the department had to
face competition it would have to instal
better equipment to do the work it claims
to be able to do. The position is unfair
to a new Minister. He assumes the
control of the Government Electricity
Supply by which Governments have failed
to do their dutty over the years past. Even
to-day fruit and vegetables are being
broughIII fromt South Australia because of the
ineptitude, ineffliceyv and indifference of
Governments in respect to supplying cur-
rent for pumping water to the outer
suburban districts, It is impossible to pro-
duce good fruit a~nd vegetables if at crucial
tines water cannot hea poured upon the

eoin plh:nts flnd treces. Following this
argument to its logical conclusion we find
that the reason for so much produce being
brought to K~algoorlie fromt South Aus-
tralia is the lack of responsibility assumed
by the State Government.

Mr. North: All the current required for
trolley buses must 1)0 taken into consideral,
tion.

Mr. SAIMPSON: Plenty of current is
available for- anything in the city, but when
it conies to me~n who are struggling to
secure a living in the outer suburban areas
we notice a difference ini the treatment that
is mected cut.

lion. C. G. Latham: They are fighting
nature.
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Mr. SAMNPSON: We notice that which
amounts to indifference, Many men such as
poultry farmers, vegetlble gardeners, and
fruitgrowei~s in the outer suburban areas arc
struggling to get a living, but arc unable
to do so for lack of sufficient current If
they were not stouthearted still more mlenl
would hie coinng to the Government for
sustenance owing to the inaihlity of previous
Treasurers to supply the funds necessary
for electricity extensions, which would en-
able these settlers to punmp the water they
require. I feed very much heartened because
of the interest I know the Minister takes.
in this subject, and I believe he will dc
something in this direction. A little while
ago we dealt with the F~ir Rents Bill. Of
what use is such a Bill when the very actions
of the Government are forcing people to
live in the city? They will not allow people
to make a living in the outer suburban areas.

The CHAIRMAN; la this anything to
doa with the Vote?

M1r. SAMPSON: Yes. If people ouit
there were allowed to earn a living- there
would not be such congestion in the
city. We bear it said, "Go onl the land.
young man, hut if you go, God help you,
because you will be beyond hell) from any
other source." The Minister for Lands should
feel 4~n interest in these people, because he
has for so long been associated -with Gov-
eraments. People are striving to earn a liv-
ing and derive support from the soil, and
they should be given the help that electric-
ity' can provide, us I have indicated.

Mir. Warner drew attention to thle state
of the Committee.

Bells rung- and a acortun formed.

Air. SAMANPSON: Other countries give
consideration to their producers. If the
Present Government refuse to give it to
our people they should feel nothing hut
shame, because it will inevitably lead to
increasing the number of those who are on
sustenance. fIn South Australia, Vric-
toria, New South Wales and Queensland,
every consideration is given to this type of
settler. It is realised that unless those who
aire producing fruit and vegetables are able
to raise writer at a reasonable price they
cannot make a living. With regard to Mull
daring, I thank the Minister f- the early
trains which are now running very satis-
factodlyv. I would mention, however, the
train tha leaves Mfidland Junction at 4.5
P.m. for Glen Forrest. School children

travel by that train, but the people of Mun-
daring wonder why there is discrimination
in respect to thecm. The train stops at Glen
Forrest. I understand consideration has
been given to the matter, but :no considera-
tion is satisfactory that does not provide for
a solution of the difficulty. The train in
question should start 25 mniutes earlier
and convey the children to Mundaring. It
could then retain to Boya and pick up the
wvorkers. coming from the State Quarries.
The senior class in the Mundaring school
are those in the sixth standard. here again
reference mighit he made to the Pair Rents
Bill. People are not allowed- to live in
Mluadaring. They must conic to Perth it
they wish their children to receive proper
schooling. The Government must do what i.-
necessary to enable these children to reach
their honmes. Perhaps the Transport Board
could consider the question. I was bitterly
disappointed over tile attitude of the board
concerning a request that a bus could be
allowed to run train Mundaring W~eir to
the Midland Junction station. Nothing
has so far heen done. Menmbers of
the board sit back, protected from
the public by thle position. this House
gave to them. I hope the people of
-Mundaring and other ouiter districts will
not be disregarded. I have brought thisq
matter up befor, and propose to continue
doing so at every proper, convenient or in-
convenient occasion when I can dio so in
accordance with the Standing Orders.

MR. WARNER (Aft. Mfarshall) [10.14]:
1 thank the Minister for Railways for giv-
ing us an opportunity to go through the
Mlidland Junction workshops and under-
stand what was being done there. It was
quite n education to many members of the
Hfouse to see the activities in the shops. I
could refer to many items. I suiggest to
the Minister that lie takes into conrsidera-
tion the recent action of the Commissioner
of Railways in cancelling the Fr-iday train
whichl ran from Lake Browni to Bullfinch,
and also the Kulja eastward train. This is
causing much inconvenience to the settlers
concerned because of the difficulty in get-
ting perishables. If it was necessary to
cancel one of those trains, then I think if
the Wednesday train had been cut out rather
than the Friday train, it would have been
better for the residents. When the motor
coaches are obtained, I suggest to the Min-
ister that be put one of them on each of the
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looplines; to which I have referred. The
railways have a monopoly at present be-
cause the Transport Board have pushed the
fast motor tratfie off the roads and people
have no opportunity to secure a quick pas-
sage for themselves or for perishable pro-
ducts from the metropolitan area. There
has been an agitation for the extension of
the Kuija Eastward line to the point where
it was to have been taken originally. If
it had been known that the line was niot to
be constructed to the original length, the
area at Yanoning Rock would not have been
settled. Quite a number of farmers who
have taken uip land there would not have
gone so far away from the roilbiead. There
is also necessity for the extension of the
Kalannie Northwards railway. Wheat has
to hbe carted 20 or 390 miles in the season
and it was believed that the railway would
have been extended. Promises that provi-
sion would he made on the Estimates for
the work have niot materialised, and I real-
ise on account of the state of the finances
we cannot expect anything along those lines
at present. I hope next year the Minister
will make the necessary financial provi-
Sion. I want to stress to the Minister the
condition of the carriages used on the spur
lines in my electorate. They are not pro-
perly cared for at all. On many occasions
the trains are used as far as Northam by a
large number of passengers and from there
onwards women and children have to remaink
in the dirty carriages for many hours until
they reach their journey's end. Take the
Merredin loop line. The train leaves Perth
at 7.12 ain, and reaches Nungarin, 185 miles
away at 9.30 p.m. That indicates what the
people in the country districts have to put
up with. Such conditions would not be
tolerated for one moment in the metropoli-
tan area, yet people in the country districts
have to put up with them. Usually, the
train is upwards of two hours late. If one
travelled by motor car, one would leave
Perth for Nungarin and' return to the
city again in the time it takes the train to

do the outward journey.

'MR. HEUNEY (Middle Swan) [10191:
I congpratulate the member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Styants) on his lucid dissertation on
railway matters.

Mr. Warner: He had a hot box all right.
Mr. HEGNEY: I listened with interest

to his contribution to -the debate and I am
certain that many other members appreci-

ated his effor-t. I have one or two matters
to place before the Minister. One refers
to tile proposal to provide a siding between
Maylands and Bayswater. An agitation
with that end in view has been in prog-ress
for some years, On each occasion Ministers
hanve been approached on the subject, the
,ame reply hafs been received, namely, that
the time was not opportune. While it may
niot he a p)ayable proposition, we know that
a siding was provided at flaglish when it
was niot payable because of the lack of popu-
lation. We know the progress that has
taken place there since the siding was pro-
vided. The district has gone ahead by leaps
and bounds and is thickly populated to-
dafy. If the railway auithorities were to
provide a siding, at the suggested site be-
tween Maylands and Bayswa-ter, it would not
he long before the area would be thickly
p~opitlated. Suitable sites can he obtained for
workers' homes and recently at large num-
ber of blocks there were offered to the
Workers' Homes Board for that purpose.
Owing, to the fact that the land was a little
too far away from existing transport faci-
tities, the proposition was turned down. I
have not made representations to the pre-
sent Minister regarding this matter, but I
can assure him that the people in the local-
ity have no intention of allowing the mat-
ter to rest, and they will shortly bring it
forward with a view to securing finality. I
also suggest to the Minister that he take
into consideration the advisability of dupli-
cating the tram line on the Qnildford-road
and Maylands side, and from Duadas-road
to the present term inns at eaufort-street.
If that were done, the journey to the eity
could be expedited, and an improved service
could he inaugurated. I hope the Minister
will look into that matter and ascertain if
the line cannot be duplicated. Improve-
mients could -be effected in the running of
the tr-ama and one direction is in connec-
tion with perambulators. I understand that
anl existing regulattion sets out that the
drivers of tramears are not allowed to take
more than two prams on the front plat-
form. When the two prams are loaded, the
driver shuts the gate on the front platform
and then there is one means only of leaving
or boardinzr the ear. In consequence, much
time is lost. The system adopted by the
Frem antic tramwvays and the buses shouild
he adopted. Hooks could be attached to the
ends of the cars and prams could be carried
there. That would save much loss of time.
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Another mnatter I wish to mention is in con-
nection with lighting. For a number of
years the Swvan View people have been
agitating for an improvement in their
lighting system. T]he service is wveak he-
cautic of the fact that a new transformer
is required. The installation of a trans-
former would mean that the current would
be transmitted to SwVanI View much move
strongly than is the case at present. The
transformer for Swan View is in Bellevue,
and the current is carried a considerable
distance to Swan View. If a transformer
were installed at Swvan Vie"', the service
wvould he considerably improved. It has
bieen laid down for nmnny years that im-
proveruents will not be effected in the sys-
tei, but when a proposition for extension
is favoutred mioney is mnade available. The
amnount required for the installation of a
transformer at Swan View would be about
£200, and I hope the department will give
the proposal favourable consideration. I
have madle representations to the depart-
],,nt from timie to timec, and put the mat-
ter tip to the previous -Minister for Rail-
ways; so that tile time is now ripe for
giving the subject attention. Another mat-
ter I wish to mention on these Estimates is
the putting in of a subway at Rivervale,
or' the main highway, instead of installing
new signals. We have listened to what the
member for Kalgoorlie, who is a prac-
tical man, said to-night concerning the
little notice taken by the public of signals.
If expenditure were authorised for the con-
struction of a subway at Rivervale, it
would be of considerable advantage to
people travelling along that route to and
fromt the city, many of them not know-
ing the exact whereabouts of the crossing.
A subway at Rivervale would be a real
boos to th travelling public, and the cost
would not be much more than that of
putting in warning signals. A representa-
tive deputation from the Perth City Coun-
cil and the Belmont Park Road Board
waited on the previous Minister for Rail-
ways, Mr. Willeock, to urge the construc-
tion of a subway; but the proposal fell
through eventually. I hope it will be taken
tip again, and favourable consideration
extended to it.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.29]:
1 ag~ree with many of the comments offered
this evening on the administration of our

railway system, our tramways, and our eec-
tric lighting system. I have been here for
15 years, and have known very little im-
pirovement to result from such criticisms. It
is my experience that the department simply
travels on ii' the same avenue as other de-
piartmnents. Departments are controlled
mjostly by the departmental heads. Unless
we can get Ministers who will take a
tborough grip of their departments and try
to get the officers out of the ruts in which
they have been for years, we shall get very
little further forward in the administration
of either the Railway or any other of our
departments. If hon. members are fair to
themselves, they will agree with mue that no
matter how often one changes the heads of
dlepartments, including the railway;, very
little alteration is to be observed in the policy
and procedure of years past. During my
1.5 years here I doubt whether I have seen
anty material alteration in any of the de-
partments, with one exception. We can
offer criticisms here, but we meet with the
same old reply. The departmental officers
will put up every paltry excuse, and the
Minister will regret that owing to those ex-
cuses he cannot give effect to the wishes of
members.

Mr. North: The Perth-Fremantle train
was as fast 50 years ago as it is now.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not doubt that
for a moment. A system has grown up of
the Minister protecting his officers here,
whether they are right or whether they are
wrong. It matters not how convincing a
case is put up against departmental adnin-
istration, the officer responsible will be pro-
tected in this Chamber. A stage has been
reached where we really have no say, or
where our say is utterly ineffective.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I told you long ago
that Parliament had lost its power.

Mr. MARSHALL: As a Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition did not do much
to remedy the position. The hon. gentle-
man was a Minister of the Crown, and his
department experienced no alterations what-
ever while he was in charge of it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You gave we credit
by saying that the Health Department was
never so well administered previously.

Mr. MARSHALL: I never did anything-
of the kind, and I believe I am right in
everything I state. On last year's Estimates
I tried to explain to railway officers that
during the summer months, by reason of the
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great number of people travelling, the
-amount of labour available for the inning
of trains was inadequate, and that the work
could not be done efficiently, What hap-
pened? One of the departmental officers took
notice, and wrote to the employees stating
that complaints were coming forward as to
,Jicir inefficiency. He impylied. that they were
not doing their jobs. If half the individualsv
employed in the railway offices were sent out
to do some useful wvork, we would get some-
where. The men employed in the service
are most efficient and enthusiastic; but
there is not sufficient of them, and they can-
not perform mniracles. On one occasion a
holiday train left Wiluna. at 7.15 p.m., and
the conductor had to make up 121 scond-
class berths and about 80 first-class, and
had to cheek all tiekets at each station. For
assistance he was given someone picked uip
on the roadside. The department seems to
think that a casual individual may be picked
tip, given a few instructions, and imnmedi-
ately -become efficient. On the train I refer
to, some people did not get to bed until
almost midnight. Wh 'en I complained about
this, all the departmental officer could do
was to accuse the unfortunate conductor,
who wor 'ked day and night most willingly,
of not doing his job. On top of that, in-
structions were issued that officials must
supply passengers with hot water, if re-
quired, and that their boots and shoes must
be blackened. That is the sort of railway
administration we get. The member for
K-Algoorlie spoke, with perfect truth, about
the dirty condition of the engines. I would
not object to that.

Mr. Styants: Yen have not to handle
them.

Mr. MARSHIALL: But I have ears and
eyes and being an engine-driver, though not
a locomotive engine-driver, I am able to
tell when ani engine is not in a decent state
of repair. It is only on the suburban lines
that engines are in anything like a decent
state of repair. On the Murchison one can
bear the brasses en the driving shafts
clanging for miles before the train -reaches
one. And the heads in Perth ask the drivers
and firemen of these trains to pull the recog-
nised load with engines like that.

Mr. Patrick drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.
Mr. MARSHA-LL:- How can the Minis-

ter or the Government or departmental
officers expect the men willingly to continue

rO atitmpt to give crnicieney under these (,on-
ditions? It is most discouraging and dis-
heartening- to thesge fellows to try and get
traills ziloiinz on the MNurchison line. Trains
are loaded Lo capacity, and the engines are
in a terrible state of disrepair. The men
lahour under adverse conditions through the
siulmer months when it is so hot that hardly
a part of the engine can be touc-hed. I was
going to add that if the generating portion
of Ilia engine is in the same state of disre-
pair as the mchanical side, I marvel at the
ain gettingv the engines along at all, with

the loads they pull. They aire obliged to
keep the furnace door open the whole time
to throw in coal, and that lessens generatin~g
eff! c iency th rough thle d raugh t getting in. The
statte of these engines is terrible. If one is
sleeping at Cue, it is possible to hear the
eng.ine leaving- Mt. agnet, 4.3 miles away.
All I want the MNiniister to understand is
that things are much worse on the 'Murehi-
son and in other isolated parts of this State
than on the train by which ho travels.
There I believe they give some attention to
to the engines and rolling, stock. It seems
to nan that when there is a derelict engine,
or track, or coach that drivers will not use
down here, it is sent to the MHurchison. It
is good enough for there. We have been
lenient there for years; wea have put up
with a good deal of inconvenience so far as
the railwayv svsteni is concerned. It is time
we received some consideration as travellers,
and above all it is essential that the men
who are employed should receive fair Con-
sideration and not be discouraged in thle
work they arc are given to do by being asked
to do more than is humanly possible. It is
no good asking for efficiency from our rail-
ways and tramways wvhen the very last thin~g
given is any encouragement to those em-
ployed by Lte department. The same old
system is adopted all the timc of depart-
mental administration from an office hund-
reds of niiles from the centre of operation.
When the axle of an engine broke 40 miles
on the Perth side of Yalgoo, the engine-
driver telephoned to the engineer in Gerald-
ton and suggestid he should take the train
on to Yalgoo. Hle was told to drive it back
over all that line that 'had been torn up by
the -wheel bouncing over it. The driver said
it was dangerous to obey, the instruction be-
cause of the grades and turns. The engineer
was not satisfied. He called the fireman and
the firemian backed up the engine-driver. The
advice of the engine-driver and fireman of
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another train supported the judgment of the
other two. I believe somebody else was
c.alled before the engine-driver -was told to
go0 on carefully. Men experienced in driv-
ing engines had to take their instructions
from this fellow in Geraldton who was not
acquainted with the circumnstances. This is
absolutely ridiculous and tends to become
farcical. I hope the Minister for Hallways
will give consideration to the advisableness
of altering- the old system, and that he will

sk the men at the head of these depart-
mients to secure efficiency. First of all let
them give efficiency themselves and set the
example by not overloading the men who
aire giving good ser-vice. If they cannot
achieve this let us get somnebody else who
can. The samne thing applies to the tram-
ways. The employees in that department
have no encouragement to give efficiency.
The 'y have to spend fromt 10 to 12 hours a
day to g-et in eig-ht hours' work. They do
two or three hours' work and then have a
break, and then do a few inure hours' work
and have another break. How can efficiency
be expected from men working under sach
conditions? There is no attempt by the de-
partmnent to work out a roster for these men
whereby they may work eight hours straight
outL If some consideration were given to
them the men would be encouraged to do
their job efficiently. At present in order to
gt in their eight hours they have to hang

round the city during the (lay waiting to
resiu-ne work.

The Premier: How many?
The Minister for Railways: Twenty per

cent.

Mr. MARSHALL: Does the Minister con-
scientiously state that 80 per cent. of the
tramway men do an 8-hour shift in 10 hoursTY
I do not think there is one per cent, that
work a straight-out 8-hour shift-

The Premier: No that is not allowed. They
have a break for lunch.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why cannot the tram-
way men work a straight 8-hour shift, since
the railway men do it.

The Premier: But you wouldn't stop an
express train in order that the men might
get off the train for their luncheon Neither
would you work for S hours without a meal.

Mr. MARSHALL: You have to relieve
your men for a meal.

The Premier: Yes, they have a break for
a meal.

Mr. MARSHALL: And you have to bring
in other men to relieve them during that
meal hour?

The Premier: That is so. You say the
men should be worked 8 hours straight off,
whereas we say they must have a meal.

MrAt. MARSHALSL: What I 'mean by a
straight-out 8-hour shift is, that apart from
the meal period, there il]l be no broken
timue. But the men have their 8 hours' work
.spread over 10 hours, and with some of
them it is spread over 12 hours. Yet they
work an 8-hour shift with only that time
off for a meal.

The Minister for Railways: The spread
is oniy 10 hours altogether.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Minister takes
uip that attitude, it- is of no use my offering
to reason with him.

The Premier: Yet we have very- few comn-
plaints.

Mrf. 'MARSHALL: What is thc use of
complaining? I dio not know of any man,
210 maitter how light his work, who agrees
with this broken period for getting in eight
hours of work.

The Premier: We have improved the sys-
tern considerably, despite what you say.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I do hot know that
any big improvement has been ceeted. Thei-
is too imch departmental officer control.
That is the trouble with it. What they say
goes.

The Premier: On the other side they say
that there is too much unionism in it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The unions are very
]ernient indeed.

The Premier: Yes, when they have a fair
deal.

Mr. MARSHALL: Economic pressure
will keep a man quiet these days. However,
those are the only matters I have to com-
plain about. I shall wait patiently to see
what the amended service to the Murchison
will be like, and to see whether there will
hie any additional labour up there in order
to give a reasonable service to those travel-
ling in the sumrmer months. If I experiencfe
what I have experienced in the past the Gov-
ernment cannot expect me to sit down anid
take it quietly.

MRS. OABDfLJL-OL1VBR f(Suh iaco)
[10.50]: I have not many complaints to
make, hut 1 certainly do complain about
those high steps on The tram cars. There
should be three steps instead of two. So
high are they thA~ it is impossible for
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elderly people to mount the two steps. I
do not think it matters so much about
repainting the ears and all that, but what
does matter is to make the passengers on
the trains. comfortable. And would it not
be possible to have the trains run more
regularly? They run two or three together,
one just behind another, and then we have
a long wait before the next car comes. It
is very inconvenient for Subiaco passengers
'and I trust the Minister will endeavour to
effect an improvement

THE MSTER FOR RAILWAYS
(lion F. C. L. Smith-Brown-Bill-Ivan-
Lboc) in reply [10.52]: I thank members for
the way in which they have received these
Estimates. Obviously at this late hour I do not
intend to reply to all the lpoints raisedi. I Cani
assure the members who have addressed
themselves to these Estimates that the
mnatters they have mentioned will -receive
serious attention. The standard of efficiency
that we desire in the railways and tramwayc
is, I think, ahead of that which has been
achieved, be-cause I feel it is that sta'idard
that has been achieved which gives birth
to the standard that is desired. Definitely
the Railway Department, and the Tram-way
Department too, are progressive concernsg
trying to improve their services. Some
meambers this evening have uiomplained of
slow trains. The member for Claremont
(Mr. North) pointed out that 40 years ago,
trans from Perth to Fremantle did the
journey in quick-er time than present-day
trains do it. But the hon. member did not
mention that in those days the train
stopped only once between Perth and Fre-
mantle, whereas to-day each train stops at
a dozen different stations.

Mr. Marshall: And he did not mention
that we have improved the roads since then.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And we have improved our locomotives
since those days. I know that in many
country districts where mixed trains are
run these trans are particularly slow.

Mr. Warner: You are right there.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But

the passengers on those trains should remem-
ber that, while they are put to some expense
in the matter of time, other people are re-
ceiving a. service that could not he given as
,effectively uader a system of other than
mixed trains. The member for Kalgoorlie
has had long experience in railway working

and gave us a very interesting address on
the practical side. I was pleased that,
though his remarks were not without a cer-
tamn measure of criticism, generally speaking
they were words of approval. He directed
attention to what he considered were defi-
ciencies in railway management, and men-
tioned various ways in which lie thought im-
provements could be effected. Hfe has only
recently retired from the Railway Depart-
ment as a result of being elected to this
Chamber. Many of his statemecnts, some
criticisms, some suggestions, indicated a dif-
ference of opinion as to the management of
the railways even within tbe department.
That being so, we must expect to find differ-
ences, of opinion here. The member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie inferred that the Railway
Department were getting rid of their scrap
steel at bargain prices to Hadficlds Ltd..
and buying manufactured articles in thim
shape of tyres from the firm at exorbitant
prices. The Railway Department, in dis-
posing of scrap steel, drive just as hard a
bargain as do Hadfields for their tyres.
Hadields at the moment arc quite concerned
about the supply of scrap in this State, not
only scrap steel but scrap iron, and are hav-
ing considerable diffiulty in purchasing re-
quirements owing to Japanese competition
at what they consider to he uneconomic
prices. It is a mnatter for congratulatin
that the firm opened in this State.

Mr. Lambert: A tinpot concern.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

They might be a small concern, but they are
supplying quite a lot of machinery for mines
and have installed a modern electric fur-
nace. Provided they are able to get scrap
at economic prices, they intend to reach out
for all the business they can get.

Mr. Lanmbert: Why do not the Railway,
Department melt their own steel for their
own castings?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: And
make dogspikes, for instance? I do not
think any cast steel work is done at Midland
Junction. The member for Kalgoorlie also
mentioned overtime work in the railways.
Figures relating to the overtime work by en-
gine crews arc reviewed periodically by the
Commissioner, who keeps closely in touch
with the position. The aimn of the adminis-
tration is to keep down overtime as much
as possible- The reason for that is obvious.

Mr. Styants: Ye;, they do not have to
make appointments to the permanent staff.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is uneconomic to pay the penalty rate for
work which could be carried out as effi-
ainl by the engagzement of additional statf

adas cheaply, at all events. It is unsound
to increase the staff to an extent where it
could not he employved fully, thus resulting
in payment for full-time when full-time is
not worked. There are many different fac-
tors that have to be considered and the hon.
member knows it. There is the trend of
traffic, as well as the unforeseen contingen-
cies5 associated with all classes of transport
work.

Mr. Lambert: The member for K~algoorlie
knows something about locomotives.

The MINISTER FO1R. RAILWAYS: Yes,
he is putting up a ease for the enginemen,
with whom his sympathies lie. But the man.-
agement have difiultics to contend with,
and emergencies a-rise from time to time that
have to be met.

Mr. Styants: The men one day will take
the matter in their own hands, and then you
will say unkind things about themn.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
Figures that I have ohtained show that the
present overtime position compares very
favourably with that for several years past.
The following are the figures of enginenien
employed:

Drivers. Firemen. Cleaners.
1934 .. 440 526 90
1935 .. 477 477 166
1936 . 476 480 176

Ia November, 1934, there were 474 drivers,
448 firemen and 159 cleaners, a total of
1,081.

Mr. Styants: The position was not satis-
factory in 1934, any more than it is to-day.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
1935 there were 471 drivers, 486 fireman and
165 cleaner;, a total of 1,122. In November,
1936, there were 492 drivers, 488 firemen and
162 cleaners, a total of 1,142. in addition
to the 162 cleaners, another 9 will be put on
in a fexv days, making the total 171. The
additional cleaners who have been engaged
recently are as follows :-Mareh, 1936, six
additional cleaners; April, ten; May, 12;
November, four; a total of 32. This with the
additional nine cleaners to which I have just
referred makes a total of 41 additional
cleaners taken on since March last. Applica-
tions for cleaners have just been called and
the papers are being gone through by the
selection board. It is expected that the work
will he completed during the next month,

and the department will then have at their
disposal a list of cleaners to he put on when
necessary.

-Nr. Styrants: The point is, will they be
put on?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWA.YS:

They will be put on when necessary. Since
the 1st March last the retirements have been
as under: drivers, one promo ted, eight re-
tired, two dismissed, three deceased, and in
the case of firemen two deceased, a tota of
16. As to engagements from March to date
in excess of retirements, the number is 16.
This, -with the additional nine cleaners who
will. be taken on in a few days will make the
total of engagements over retirements 25
for the last 81/2 months. No doubt the hon.
member speaks from practical experience
when he says that our engines are the
dirtiest in Australia.

Mr. Styants: That is an absolute fact.
The MUISTIDR FOR RAILWAYS: I do

not know if that is so; neither do I know if
it is am necessary to clean engines as it was
thought to be at one time. I remember years
ago when engines would steam into the sta-
tion with all the brasswork polished. I do
not know how many cleaners were employed
then. Engines do not work the better for
that being done. People who have had ex-
perience of machinery find when they clean
it too much, it -will not work as well as whenr
it is dirty.

Hon. C. . Lathamn: If you leave them out
in a shower of rain they wvill rust in a day.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is the experience of some people. I
doubt whether it is as necessary to clean
engines now as it was onice thought to be.

Mr. Styants: It is just as necessary as
ever.

Tire MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think it is necessary to polish up the
brass.

Mr. Styants: They are not likely to do
that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Railway authorities are now painting over
the domes of the engines, which at one time
were of brass. That is being done in every
State of the Commonwealth and elsewhere.
It is appreciated that the time spent in
polishing brasswork is an economic loss.

M~ir, Styants: It was the working parts
that were kept clean.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Apparently the parts worked all right.
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Air. W1ithers: You cannot see them if they
arc covered with dirt.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
any rate I have great confidence in the
present Commissioner, and his staff as well.

Mr. Withers:. He should wake uip.
The M1inister fot' Mines: Hie has made the

best job of any Commissioner we have ever
had,

Air. Withers: He has a lot to do yet.
Thle MINLSTER FOR RAILWAYS: In

the interests of both the men and the Sta~te
he must endeavour to make the railways pay.
He is doing that to the best of his ability and
jpretty successfully too. Whilst there may
be some complaints as to the savings whieh
have been effected with respect to the clean-
ing of eng-ines, we must realise that all the
savings are as much in the interests of those
who are employed in the department as they
are in the interests of any other section of
the community.

Mr. Styants: The Commissioner wvill find
it difficult to carry on if he does not secure
the co-operation of his workmen.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They seem to regard the Commissioner very
highly. I am satisfied that he in turn holds
his staff in high regard. He is very grati-
fled at theo co-operation extended to him.
The quality or the labour that is employed
in the department is fairly good and of
a fairly intelligent type. They reas'tise that
whilst the Commissioner is working- on their
behalf, they must also work on his. The
Commissioner and his staff have to use their
best endeavours to work in harmony for the
successful operation of the department. The
member for Pingelly referred to the
carriage of eggs by motor trucks and coin-
pared breakages with those that occurred
when the eggs were carried by rail. He
expressed his thanks for the better attention
given. to the carriage of fat stock. I do
not know what the generdl. experience is of
sending eggs by road instead of by rail.

Mr. Marshall: I think they break even.
The MINJNSTFER FOR RAILWAYS: I

do not think so. Far more breakages occur

by road.
Mr. Seward: As a matter of fact no

breakages occurred by road.
The MINISTER FOR RAIL WAYS:

The eggs must have been conveyed over bitu-
men roads at 10 iles an hour. In the
mnatter of fat stock the railways can give
an infinitely better service. The South Aug-
tralian Transport Board has just held an

extensive inquiry inito thle respective capaci-
ties of railways and motor trucks to convey
fat stock to market inl reasonable condition.
They have definitely decided that the rail-
ways offer the best failities. So many
rejects were carried by trucks in Victoria
that the Hon. W, Angliss, M.L.C., a leading
nnan in the fat lamb export business in
Victoria, asked the local auctioneers to indi-
cate which lambs had comec by truck and
wichel by jail, to serve as a guide to buyers.
If the rail ways are better for! fat lambs, they
ought to be better for eggs.

Mir. Seward: A fat lambd travels in a
double deck truck.

The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think I would have a ticket on the railways
if I wore sending egg-s to market.

Mr. Seward: Th~en you would lose.
The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

That is the experience of my friends in
Kalgoorlie who are ill the business.

The Minister for Mlines: They did not
get half their egggs back, and they quickly
reverted to the rallways.

The M1EISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think I need prolong this discussion
further, but I assure members that if they
have touched on matters I have Dot, referred
to, their represent ationls will be taken into
consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-State Batteries, f.1.1-4,182:

MRl MARSHALL (Murchison) [11.16]:
I wvas rjuite out of order the other evening
when diseussing State batteries on the Mines
Estimates, hut the Minister for Mines mis-
led me. This is my opportunity to discuss
State batteries under thle heading of "Public
Utilities." In my op~inion they should he
placed under the heading of "Public Futili.-
ties." The other evening the member for
Vilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) made a
statement I believe to be quite true as affect-
ing his electorate, and, if true, then hie has
had special treatment. I know that in other
parts of Western Australia, the State bat-
teries, until recently, were in a frightful

saeof disrepair, and no better than those
in my electorate. Notwithistanding what the
mnembier for Yilgarn -Cool gardie had to say
regarding the administration of the depart-
mnrt, I have proof positive, and can advance
evidence in support of my contention, that
iuntil quite recently the condition of tb2
State batteries in my electorate was a podi
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tire disgrace to everyone associated with
them. I admit that somne have been repaired.
Since I spoke the other evening, if the
Minister for Minies likes to look up the file,
he will find that three or four letters and
two telegrams have been received embodying
complaints and asking for redress from the
department. That indicates lack of organ-
isation. There should have been no occasion
for those letters or te~leg-rams, but they ser-ve
to confirm whant I have said regarding the
aidminiktration. I merely wish to cheek up
onl the remarks of the member for Yilgskrn-
Coolgardie on that point. If his experience
has been that the Slate batteries have been
well controlled, I have to disagree with him
from the standpoint of my electorate, and
other parts of the State.

The Mlinister for Mfines: There is only one
State battery inl his electorate.

Air. MARSHALL: Then that is quite a
different matter.

Mr. Lambert: The Minister is definitely
wrong! What ahout Or-a Bandat

The Minister for Mtines: Yes, that ac-
counts for another. There are two brand
new ones in the electorate.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, that is net my
experience. The member for Vilgarn-Cool-
gardie went on to say that the Suiperintend-
ent of Batteries, M11r. Browne, could secure
employment under private enterprise. I am
aware of that. 'The Superintendent is a
very able manl who lacks nothing in know-
ledge either practical or theoretical. I have
no complaints to make as to the non-posses-
sion of necessary qualifications. He has
them, hut he has not displayed them.

Hon. C. G. Lathai: I suppose his Minis-
ter will not allow him to do so.

-Mr. MARSHEALL: I do not know about
that. I cannot complain of the Minister's
attitude regarding sonmc matters that I1
placed before him. I complain about the
Superintendent because I took those matters
to him first, and he would not give me a de-
cent hearing. All that I predicted proved
to be correct in the finish. I knew 'what I
was talking #bout, and the Superintendent
himself had examined the batteries a few
days before. I do not complain about the
administration of this officer being handi-
capped by Ministerial control. The Superin-
tendent would not listen to reason. If he
secured employment with private enterprise,
I predict that be would not retain it for an"y
length of time unless he showed greater

industry usnd activity that he does as a
Govertnmenlt officer.

The Minister for Mines: No Government
oIbeer in Western Australia displays any
more activity than lie, nor is there a better
officer.

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: He is a very good
officer.

The Minister for Mines: If there is one
officer who is doing good work in his depart-
ment, it is Mr. Browne.

Mir. MARSHALL: There we have it!
Whatever evidence one may submit to prove
a concrete case, it is no good putting it
forward.

Hon. C. G- Lathamn: I do not say the
Superintendent is infallible.

The Minister for Mines: There is no man
in the world who has not made mnistakes.

A-r. MARSHALL: I amn not talking about
his infallibility, but when a member goes to
hini with a request, be merely laughs. The
member mnay know that hie is perfectly right,
but the 'Superintendent will not reason with
him, nor will bie say that he will look into
the matteir. The 'Superintendent says he
knows all about it, and when I referred to
the condition of one battery, he said it was
quite all right, but it was down foure
months after r spoke about it. The Super-
intendent had been there before me a few
weeks previously. The other complaint I
have to make is in connection -with the treat-
ment of tailings.. The Minister is adamant
and advances the argument-a good one, too
-that the cost of runningr State batteries is
an expense to the taxpayers now, and if lie
were to grant further reductions in charges
it would merely mean increasing that cost.
I asked sonic questions the other day to
ascertain the real position regarding the
rents paid annually for leases bold in re-
ser-ations, I found that the leases in reserves
covered 18,699 acres, and the rent received
was £120 per year, which works out at about

1d.per acre, or probably a little more, as
against a return of il per acre that the
prospector has to pay.

The Minister for Mines: There is no pros-
pector who has paid Li per acre.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want to he
corrected by the Minister or by the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie. What I say is true.

The Minister for Mines:' It is not true.
You do not know the mining laws.

Mr. MARSHALL: That shows how one
can be so easily misled by the Minister if
one does not thoroughly understand the min-
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ig laws. A prospecting area is limited to
24 acres, for which the rental is 10s. per year.

The Minister for Mines: That is not £1
per acre.

Mr. MARSHALL: No.
The Minister for Mines: Then why talk

about £1 an acre, when the charge is -10s. a
year?

Mir. MARSHALL: Will the Minister
argue that every man who is prospecting is
on a prospecting area?

The Minister for Mines: No.
MAr. MARSHALL: What does a pros-

pector pay for a Tease?
The Minister for Mines: When he proves

that the area is payable, he has to take it
up as a lease.

Mir. MARSHALL: And when it is pay-
able, what does he pay?

The Minister for Mines: £1 per acre.
Mr. MALRSHALL: There wellhave it! The

Minister and the member for Yilgaru-Cool-
gardie would have put the Committee com-
pletely wrong.

The Minister for Mines: It is you who
would have put the Committee -wrong.

Mr. MARSHALL: A prospector who
takes up a P.A. can hold it as a P-A. only
until it has proved payable. Then he must
lake it up at £1 per acre.

The Minister for Mines: Hundreds of
prospectors have had extensions for three
years.

.Mr. MARSHALL: In my case the warden
was most dubious about granting an ex-
tension of six months. Why should wealthy
companies obtain leases more cheaply? Com-
panies should he obliged to pay £1 per acre,
and then £E18,699 would be coming into the
Mtines Department from which the Minister
could recoup the State Batteries if he ranted
the reduction suggested. The member for
Yilg-arn-Coolgardie has been extremely f or-
tunate with regard to the State Batteries
in his electorate.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Cave House, etc., £.7,786-agreed
to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure f or the year.

Resolutions reported.

BILLr-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 11.29. p.m.

legielative Council,
Thursday, 26th November, 1936.

Question : Group Settlement areas, clearing by n-
employedp...e... 2148
passed 2148
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Factories and shops Act Amend meat, M .. 2148
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report...................2151
Financial Emergency Act Amnendiwent, 2s., Coin.report..............................2153
Feir Rtecta. e...............2164
Industries Assistance Act Continuance. 2e,. 216
Guildford Cemeteries, 2R., Corn. report .. 2158

Resolution: Betting Control Bill, to Inquire by Joint
select Committee.....................2151

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION-GROUP SETTLEMENT
AREAS.

Clearig by Unemployed,

Hon. A. THOM3NSON (without notice)
asked the Chief Secretary: On the 10th
November I asked the Chief Secretary cer-
tain questions relating to the clearing of the
group settlement areas by single men. The
Chief Secretary replied in answer to Ques-
tions 2 and 3, "In course of preparation."
Will he please inform mc whether the
preparation is nearly eomplete

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
have no further information hut will imake
inquiries.

BILL-METROPOLITAN MILK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed..

BILL--TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Committee's further report adopted.

EILL-FAC TORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J, NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[,7:The Chief Secretary, when intro-

ducing the Bill, mentioned that it was the
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